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HANS STE FAN SANTESSON 

1 9 1 4  - 1 97 5  

Hans Stefan Santesson died suddenly thou gh not 
unexpectedly on t he 2 0th of February . He had long 
been in poor health w ith serious heart d isease and 
the mystery was not so much how he kept going as 
how he managed to stay alive at all.  He was never­
theless active in a number of fields r ight to t he end , 
and not least was h is interest in t he Soc iety . He had 
helped to found SITU and became its Presiden� and 
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C hairman of the Board i n  1 96 9 ,  post s  h e  held until 
his death . We will  miss him both professionally and 
personally . 

Stefan was indeed a .. man of many part s " .  His  
imerests r an ged from forteana to Indian and Bengali 
affairs , and his friends from obscure Indian s tudents 
to men on a first-nam e basis w ith t he C lub of Rome. 
He could speak learnedly on Muslim art and the art 
of science fiction and t he mystery s tory and a host of 
subjects in between . ije was primarily an editor : 
1 95 6- 1 967 - The Sain t  Magazine; 1 94 5- 1 95 2  - the 
Unicorn MysteryBook C lub; 1 95 6 - 1 960 - Fantastic 
Universe; and over a dozen anthologies , and was 
awarded the Critic 's  Edgar for 1 963 by t he Mystery 
Writers of America . He was a mem ber of t he MWA 
Board and at one t ime t heir Regional Vice-President , 
and also belonged to (and in s ome cases s erved as 
an officer of) the Crime Writers Association of 
London , t he National Association of Book Editors , 
the Hydra Clu b, t he Science Fiction Writers of 
A merica , and t he American Oriental Society.  

Stefan was b orn in Paris of  Swedish parent s  and 
maintain ed lifelong contacts w ith relatives and 
friends in Sweden though he lived in the United States 
from an early age . Just when or w here he met Ivan T .  
Sanderson I d o  not know , but t hey were friends for 
about t wenty-five years an d one can hope t hat two old 
friends are now reunited . For myself,  I believe t he 
thing I s hall miss most is Stefan' s  famous c huckle. 
And had h e  had a c hance to utter any last w ords they 
would undoubtedly have been " Give my regards to 
anyone you think deserves them " . 

s.w.s. 

UFO LOGY 

MORE ON JESSUP AN D THE ALLENDE CASE 

by Hans Stefan Santesson 

There is reason to view with some concern the 
renewed interest in some circles in again arriving at 
a more sensational " explanation" for t he last d ay s  
and eventual death i n  1 95 9  o f  the late Morris K .  
Jessup.  As Ivan T .  Sanderson pointed out in an 
article in Pursuit ( vol . 1. no . 4 ) " there is no known 
reason to suppose t hat his death was other t han 
suicide" , for entirely valid reasons , referred to in a 
letter received by a c lose friend in New York after 
h is deat h .  The repeated attempt s ,  then and later , to 
arrive at another and more sensational explanation 
for his death ,  are not only a disservice to U fology 
but represent a mockery of these writers ' alleged 
concern and affection for t hat gentle and dedicated 
researcher who was one of t he most responsible 
writers to publish in a field unfortunately not noted 
for the objectivity of its more publicised s pokesme n .  
Some very stran ge people , writing and/or s peaking 
" at "  a rather esoteric minority , have helped to ob-

scure the reality t hat Ufology has t o  d o  w ith more 
t han the quasi-metaphysical teachings of t he alien 
intelligences who are said to have , from time to 
time, contacted t hese gentlemen whose knowledge of 
the subject is at times limited to the standard refer­
ences . 

The readiness to ascribe a humanoid character to 
t hese intelligences is perhaps understandable . While 
it is part and parcel , particularly in times such as 
these , of an anxiety to believe in such possible per­
sonifications of forces and t ruths greater t han t hose 
we live w ith , - there is no scientific v alidity to 
these assumptions unless one takes refu ge in the 
popular myths that also raise t he possibility that 
t hese unidentified flying objects originate from 
either the Arctic or t he Antarctic , or from beneath 
the seas . To suggest this is likewise a disservice to 
Ufology . What is needed is objec tivity , s uc h  as t hat 
which marked much of Morris K. Jessup's  w ritings , 
and not t h is sensationalism .  Ufology need not be a 
c ult; objectively approached , it can be a discipline. 

It  was a tragedy t hat , for e ntirely unrelated 



reasons - understandably ignored by some who have 
since t hen written about what happened - D r. Morris 
K. Jessup found it necessary to t ake his own life .  
T h e  very act o f  his doing so demanded a c ourage and 
an -ability to face realities , for w hich he deserves our 
lasting respeot and empathy . In contrast to many of 
our contemporaries. he did not fear Death ; no one 
w ith his philosophic�! bac kground could do so . To 
therefore asc ribe his death to more sensational 
factors is irresponsible and . as I have suggested 
above . a disservice to t he field and to the memory of 
a sincere and ded icated researcher . 

Note 

I also have seen the let ter referred to above and 
can confirm t hat it is a perfec tly straightforward 
"suic ide note" and further t h at D r .  Jessup's letter 
makes it c lear that he c hose suic ide as the only 
possible a lternative t o  an insupportable future , and 
did so after c areful consideration and not in a fit  of 
sudden despair . Certainly the mysterious "they "  had 
nothing to do w ith it . 

Sabina W .  Sanderson 

A UFO-ABSM LINK? 

by Robert C .  Warth 

In recent months in part icular the question of a 
possible relat ionship between UFO activity and Big­
foot phenomena has been rec eiv ing increased a tten­
tion in popular magazines and newspapers . We feel 
that we do not have sufficient data at t he present 
t ime to take a stand on this issue but that we should 
make every effort to examine the concept as objec­
tively and fully as possible .  

What has disturbed u s  is that too many individuals 
seem eager t o  accept insuffic ien t evidence as proof 
of a link between the two . As investigators of un­
explained phenomena we must be c arefu l not to be 
lured ( possibly) astray by entic ing oversim plifica­
t ions. We know w hat years of frustration are , years 
of searching and hoping for t he c lue or c lues t hat may 
lead us to the answer to an enigma or , more ideally , 
to a set of data that will  explain a w ho1e series of 
unexplaineds. 

We can apprec iate how diffic ult it is for s orne 
devotees of the study of Bigfoot to explain to any­
one's satisfaction why it is, with the mult itude of 
Bigfoot s ighting reports e ach year , and the even 
greater number of witnesses behind the reports, that 
not one of t hese creatures is known to be available 
for public d isplay or for scientific examination­
assuming, t hat is. t hat they are c apable of being 
c aught or killed in our conventional interpretation of 
these words. It could be much less threatening to a 
believer's 'sanity' and credibility if Bigfoot's elus­
iveness could be attributed . at least in part , to its 
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being ferried t o  and fro by t h e  even more elusive 
UFO . And if t he Bigfoot buff c an prove that they are 
accompanied and protected by UFOs , then he can 
t urn to the ufologist and say " That's your problem 
now!" 

The Middletown , New Jersey Report 

On the morning of Tuesday , October 2 2. 1 97 3, a 
16-year-old student left for school later t han was 
usual for her . She decided to t ake a shortcut , against 
her parents' instructions, t h rough a wooded area , 44 
acres of w hich is owned jointly by her father . grand­
father and uncle .  The dirt d riveway she had to follow 
led past her unc le's house on the hill  in back of her 
own home. Her unc le had left for w ork an hour earlier 
so that no one was at his house to see her passing. 
She had been admonished about using t his desolate 
route but she had experienced no problems here be­
fore this . As she walked up the t ire-rutted path that 
leads past her unc le's front porch she was start led to 
see what a ppeared t o  be an adult bear and two cubs. 
She said the adult was covered with b rown fur and 
stood erect ,  about 6 feet tal l ,  w ith both forefeet or 
'arms• reaching u pward and resting against the trunk 
of a Black Oak tree in her unc le's front yard about 
30 feet from the house . The c ubs were nearby , ap­
parently foraging on the ground . Her a pproach had 
been to within a hundred feet of the 'bears' before 
she saw them , became startled , turned and ran back 
home approximately 600 feet down hill . Curiously , 
as she described the scene, the 'bears' did not 
appear to be aware of her approach. 

It was not long before state and loc al police 
officers , firemen and first-aid volunteers plus a 
mu ltitude of the curious converged on the area and 
combed every possible hiding place to search for the 
bears-in vain . 1 When the searc h  was called off later 
in the day most of those involved simply shrugged 
off the matter and attributed the whole thing to hys­
teria , a w ild imagination , an attention-getting device , 
and so forth on t he girl's part , so that in general the 
whole incident was laughed off by them and forgotten 
as a b ad joke . 

Her unc le and allegedly at least one police officer 
saw what might have been a footprint of a large 
animal in soft dirt near the d riveway . The oak t ree 
was examined by her uncle and myself b ut we c ould 
detec t no c law marks or broken bark on t he trunk .  

One neighbor, the father told me , c laimed h e  had 
seen a bear-like c reature in his garden several 
evenings earlier ; and a second neighbor said he 
c ame hom e late one e vening t hat w eek and saw a 
large silhouetted animal-like figure leave his open 
garage as he d rove his car into his d riveway . The 
latter also said t hat t he pigeons on his garage roof 
were frightened to the point that t hey would not c ome 
to roost for three days after the event . The neighbor 
admitted " having a few drinks" before he arrived home 
and thus d id not d iscuss the incident w ith anyone 



else. When I s poke to these w itnesses quite s ome 
time after the event each not only denied having seen· 

an animal of t hat description but also denied ever 
havin g  said anything at all .  It was obvious that they 
did not wish to become involved again . 

A preliminary routine check showed t hat no bears 
were reported to have escaped from any zoo or c ircus 
or any private owner anywhere in New Jersey for at 
least t hree months prior to t his incident . The c losest 
areas w here bears are found naturally are Bucks 
C ounty , Pennsylvania , a nd t he upper (northwestern) 
portions of New Jersey . This allegedly happened in 
the upper north west section of Monmouth C ounty , New 
Jersey , which is b ounded to the north by Raritan 
Bay and to the east by the Atlantic Ocean . If, for the 
sake of argument ,  we credit t hese three ' bears ' with 
having escaped from t he c losest known ' bear territo­
ry',  promenading s lowly (because of the two cubs) 
across open fields and heavily travelled , barricaded 
turnpikes and highway s ,  past c ongested towns and 
sprawling housing developments in the most densely 
popu lated state in t he nation without so much as one 
known previous s ighting , t hen what happened to them 
after the alarm was s ounded and armed posses s pread 
out in all directions to c omb every w ooded area on 
foot and patrol adj oining roads by car (moving faster 
than any bear c an run) ?  

Luckily, perhaps , for the sake o f  this investiga­
tion , the witnes s's father and uncle have been ac­
quaintances of mine for over 2 0  years . In exchange 
for anonymity t hey discussed the incident openly 
with me. The entire family of the witness believes 
she must have seen s omething unusual to have t-een 
as a larmed as s he was . Lies and/or hysteria are not 
part of her c haracter they s aid . 

Unfortunately the uncle did not record t he date , 
but during the week before C hristmas 1974 he was 
walking t oward his house t hrough his w oods after 
grocery shopping, carrying a single sack of items . 
He was too far away to see his house but noticed an 
unus ually bright light in front of him . Thinking at 
first that he had left the outside lights on at home , 
he then noticed t hat the glow w as yellow and not 
white, and c ame from an oval , d omed object estimat­
ed to be 12 or 15 feet in diameter, banded by red , 
green and orange lights . He stopped about 12 0 feet 
from it and pinched his leg with his free hand . H is 
immediate reaction was , he said , that he was " near 
the end " to see such a wierd object , constantly glow­
ing orange and hovering " about the height of a tele­
phone pole"  or 30 feet above a small c learing along 
the path . " I  got scared ",  he said , " and started back­
ing s lowly d own t he path " .  He hadn't gotten far 
when it s hot upward , the orange light went out ,  and 
it disappeared. 

On Tuesday , January 7, 1975 , the g irl's father 
saw a bright light shining at tree-top level toward 
h im when he arrived home from w ork at 12:20 a . m .  
He became so upset by the fact that the intense light 
was directed at h im that he c ou ldn't open the d oor 
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with his key and pounded for his wife to let him in.  
The w ooded area by t he uncle' s  house was brightly 
lit . Perhaps a h alf-hour later the light went out and 
several members of the household watched a white 
object shoot up into a c lear sky and s imilarly dis­
appear. 

Monmouth C ounty is not particularly noted for its 
UFO activity .  However, one sighting w as reported 
the evening before t he bear was seen , and d uring the 
evening of the next day there was a rash of UFO 
s ightings over the immediately s urrounding area from 
at least 1 1:30 p . m .  to 2:30 a . m .  2 

Nevertheless ,  our investigations to date have 
proved no c onnection between the alleged bear s ight­
ing and t he UFOs seen . The 44 acres are only part 
of a larger complex of w ooded area there , but we 
know of no other s imilar area locally_ with this cou­
pling of phenomena (except for t he report that fol­
lows ) .  There may have been numerous similar occur­
rences in the pas t .  And bear in mind that the girl 
said she saw a bear , not a giraffe, or a rhino , or a 
green elephant . Neither she nor anyone e lse in her 
family showed any inc lination to believe in or w ant 
to study UFOs or ABSMs . 

The Staten Is land Report 

A similar incident was reported on December 7 ,  
1974 , less than 1 2  miles from the Midd letown , N . J .  
sighting,  and exactly due nort h ,  in Richmondtown, 
Staten Is land , New York . Two boys , Fran k Pizzolato,  
age 1 1 .  and his c ousin Philip Vivolo , age 12, were 
walking toward Frank's house in the late afternoon . 
They were climbing up the north s ide of a 4 0- to 5 0-
foot knoll that juts prominently out of the flat river 
bed that is now c alled Richm ond Creek . The w ooded, 
d ome-shaped hill is c riss-crossed with paths , and is 
used as a park and play area behind the parking lot 
for St . Andrew's E pisc opal Churc h .  

Th e sun was c lose t o  setting , hazy w ith high 
c louds moving in with an approaching storm . The 
tim e was approximately 4:15 p . m .  when suddenly, as 
the boys neared the t op of the knoll, w ith F rank in 
the lead by several steps, they heard a " loud roar" 
behind t hem . Frank looked bac k  first . He described 
what he saw at the base of the hill as a "big , furry 
th ing" standing erect a nd facing them . He turned 
back and started to run .  Philip ,  w-ondering why Fran k 
was running from him looked bac k ,  too , and 'froze • 
for what he estimated to be " about ten sec onds., .  He 
was looking down at a large, blac k ,  fur-c overed 
creature, standing upright, about 6 feet tall, with its 
arm s  (or forefeet ) semi-raised in what seemed to be 
a threatening gesture. Frank yelled to his c ousin to 
run .  Philip turned , and ran so frantically that he out­
distanced Frank and " nearly went into the pond " at 
the base of t he s outh side of the knoll . Philip's 
h ouse is a few blocks away , and Mrs . Vivolo said 
the boys came in " as w hite as ghost s "  and emotion­
ally upset by t heir experience . 



After the police were c alled in to investigate their 
story , the local newspapers, radio and TV networks 
c arried the news item that evening. Police Officer 
Dolf DeMarco told me that patrol cars and a police 
helicopter with a powerful searc hlight w ere used to 
scan the area over a radius of a mile for about two 
hours before the search was called off . There was no 
trace of a bear. 

The day following t he sighting , Sunday , was 
literally a •washout ' .  A steady downpour of r ain all 
d ay eliminated any hope of finding foctprints near 
the hill .  

On Monday , December 9 , 1974 I interviewed t he 
two boys. Mrs. Vivolo said that Philip had been t he 
more upset of the two , having insomnia and vomiting 
from nervousness the first two nights after the inci­
dent. I was able to speak to the boys separately first , 
and each corrected the same mi.nor discrepancies in 
the newspaper report 3 about them , i.e. as reported in 
the newspaper they heard a " growl " . It was louder 
than that ; each said " It roared " .  Among other things, 
the police suggested that the boys might have seen 
a large dog , but one parent said such an explanation 
is unrealistic since they both had grown up w ith a 
variety of large dogs in t he neighborhood , and t hat 
neither boy would have mistaken a dog for something 
else or been so frightened by one. The parents of 
both boys told me they believe that Frank and Philip 
did see something that really scared them , and that 
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their stories were a n  accurate reflection o f  what t hey 
thought t hey h ad seen. 

An interesting point was made by Frank w ho noted 
that as they raced from the knoll and around the rim 
of the pond toward Philip' s  home he saw none of the 
waterfow l that usually are present in the water and 
on the banks,  awaiting hand-outs of stale bread , etc.,  
from the usual Saturday afternoon gathering of animal 
lovers.* 

By December 17 , 1974 a rumor was abroad that 
someone had found a large animal footprint and had 
taken a photograph of it. However , all attempts to 
date to locate the photograph have been in vain. I 
personally don ' t  believe that any footprint of signifi­
cance could have survived the very heavy rainstorm 
the following day. 

For the sake of those not familiar with Staten 
Island , it is populated more heavily toward its coast­
line t han in its interior. At t he center of the island 
is an area known to the inhabitants as " the Green 
Belt" .  This area in some places h as such exception­
a lly heavy undergrowth that passage through it with­
out a machete or other assistance would be virtually 

*Subsequent questioning revealed t hat the birds 
had not " vanished " but had all retreated to an island 
in the center of the pond , as is t heir habit w hen truly 
alarme d .  
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im possible . We are now investigating reports of large 
human-type footprints reported in the C love Lake 
Park area , or roughly at t he upper extreme of t he 
" Green Belt ".  The Richmondtown sightings are 3�t2 
miles toward the lower end of the " Belt " which has 
been estimated to be about 6 miles overall. Popula­
tion expansion and " progress" are c hanging the land­
scape there but a relatively large portion of the 
" Belt " remains undisturbed . 

I went on December 2 2 , 1 974 to photograph the 
parking lot area again and to interview people for 
more leads or clues. I spoke w ith several persons at 
length and noted in the course of conversation about 
various unexplained phenomena at least one person 
in each family reported having seen one or more 
UFOs overhead at some time while living on Staten 
Island ,  and more frequently in recent years. 

I had been informed earlier in December that I 
might receive assistance from a fellow named Arvid 
"Slim " Zumwalt . He proved to be rather elusive him­
self,  but on December 30 I finally met him and found 
him to be every bit as enthusiastic as I in tracking 
down t he " bear".  (He is now a member . )  

A t  midnight o n  January 2 1 ,  1 97 5  Slim c alled to 
tell me t hat his neighbor , a nurse , Mrs. D. Daly , 
wh ile on her w ay to work at St. Vincent's Hospital 
at 1 0 : 4 5  p. m .  and driving northward on Richmond Road , 
had passed St . Andrew's Church w hen suddenly she 
h ad to slam 011 her brakes to avoid hitting a large 
creature walking on two legs and covered w ith long , 

black hair. She stopped her car w ithin 6 feet of it as 
it walked in front of her from the church parking lot , 
westward ac ross Richmond Road to t he stone wall 
entrance w ay to t he churchyard . She estimated it to 
be 5'8" to 5' 1 0" tall. Its arms , she sa1d.hung slight­
ly forward of its body (see Fig. 1 ). F-erhaps most 
significant is that Mrs. Daly got t he impression that 
it seemed to ignore her or w as oblivious of her 
presence and the potential danger of her moving 
automobile. The creature walked upright and was 
headed toward the large swamp area and the garbage 
dumps behind t he c hurch. 

Mrs. Daly left the scene in great haste , she said , 
and arrived at work shortly thereafter. She excitedly 
related her experien ce to others on the staff. Their 
response ( usual in such c ases) was "Hey ,  what were 
you drinking? " Mrs. Daly was not amused . She has 
since found and now uses an alternate route to work. 

The fqllowing morning Slim Zumwalt's friend Herb 
Clement (who worked with Ivan T. Sanderson , our 
Soc iety's founder , for several years prior to SITU's 
inception in 1 965 ! )  went to examine t he area around 
the St. Andrew's Church parking lot. A recent ,  light 
snowfall made the prospect of finding a footprint 
better . And , indeed , Herb did find two four -toed foot­
prints in snow over gravel in the parking lot area . 
Figu re 2 is h is c omposite drawing of the two left 
footprints , including slight differences between them , 
but basic ally indicating that both prints were made 
by one-and-the-same foot . A photograph was attempt-
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ed , but capturing a shallow footprint i n  snow o n  film 
is d ifficult . 

Slim called me again on January 2 8 , 1 97 5 , to tell 
me that he had been told by friends t hat on the eve­
n ing before Mrs. Daly's experience ( but actually on 
the same day since t his inc ident allegedly occurred 
between 1 2 : 00 and 1 2 :3 0  a. m. ) a bear-like creature 
was seen by a young couple in t he same parking lot . 
The report was that they thought they heard the night 
watchman a pproaching their car on foot , d rove the 
c ar around to leave the area , and c aught a glimpse 
of t he " bear" in the car's head lights. Unfortunately 
the couple has not yet been located . 

Only highlights of our investigation have been re­
ported here. We are still following up various leads 
and will welcome help from members in the Staten 
Island area. 

One intriguing point that may be made: these 
sightings occurred in Richmond town , one of the ear­
liest established sections of Staten Island , presently 
being restored . And just 700 yards to the east of the 
knoll where t he first sighting took place , and hang­
ing on the side of a cliff overlooking t he knoll and 
surrounding lowlands, is the Marchais Tibetan Museum 
-a unique establishment. 

To return , how ever , to the U FOs mentioned earlier , 
the following recent report was investigated by Slim 
Zumwalt and myself .  

On Tuesday evening , February 1 1 , 1 9 75 , at  about 
7 p. m . ,  Charles D'Amore , age 1 6 ,  and Mike Killeen , 
age 1 5 , were testing the ice on a flooded area o f  
woods up the street from Charles' home. The boys 
saw an orange , glowing object hovering at less than 
treetop height several hundred feet to the northwest 
of them. Silently the glowing object's elongated w idth 
shrank as if perhaps a cigar-shaped object was turn­
ing 90° ,  giving t he appearance of its size shrinking 
to a bal l ,  but actually pivoting and looked at from the 
end rather than the side. 4 

Pin pointing the location t h rough the trees the 
boys found a spot where several live White Poplar 
trees up to 4 inches in diam·�ter w ere snapped off 
about 5 feet from the ground .5 A great force , that is , 
one stronger t han w ind or human strength snapped 
the t rees a nd s heared the buds off the stem a nd 
branches except for t he uppermost flexible twigs. 
T he base of the trees and bushes showed c harring 
from a previous b urning-not attributab lE: to the UFO .  

Snow the follow ing day covered t he area up to 6 
inches deep , a stroke of luck as it turned out. Slim 
and I reasoned that if an unusual force had c aused 
the trees to snap off and the buds to be sheared from 
the tree, then possibly the buds were lying under the 
snow. The weather c hanged , and on Tuesday , Feb­
ruary 18 Slim went bac k and found buds all over the 
ground , collecting a number of t hem for examination . 

This portion of wooded area is at the southern 
extremity of the " Green Belt " ,  and Slim has since 
spoken to several persons living in the area. One of 
two women who w ould not divulge her name said t hat 



she saw an orange object hovering low a t  just about 
that same spot six months earlier: and another man 
w ho asked not to be identified said t hat he watched 
all object just t wo weeks earlier hovering over a 
pond a couple of streets away at about 3 : 30 to 3: 45  
a . m .  It  was cigar-shaped, about 5 0  feet long , a lumi­
nous or neon white, and about 2 00 feet above the 
pond .  He estimated t hat he was about 15 0 to 2 0 0  
yards away . T h e  object remained motionless for 
about 15 minutes before moving and rapid ly dis­
appearing . 

Again we have reports of these two phenomena in 
relatively c lose proximity, but again there is no proof 
that they are related. They may occur or be sighted 
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in  a particular location for other reasons , and per­
h aps become v is ible to us (or some of us) because 
of, say , certain physical abnorm alities. Nor c an we 
d iscard t he idea t hat UFOs may be studying ABSMs 
just as we d o .  
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CHAOS AND CONFUSION 

VILE VORTICES 

by R. J . D .  

I n  his book Invisible Residents Ivan Sanderson 
postulated the e xistence of ten spec ific geographical 
areas symmetrically spread about the globe. A great 
number of mysterious things have happened in these 
"Vile Vortices" ·, as Sanderson called t hem. The most 
famous of t hese areas is t he Bermuda Triangle , but 
several others are fairly well established in t he 
annals of sea and air disasters. 

The concept of e venly distributed centers of 
anom alous activity was based on a careful study of 
case histories collected over a long period of t ime , 
and the rather obvious c onclusion to be drawn from 
plots of the last know n locations of ships and air­
craft which subsequently disappeared without trace.  
The disappearances apparently oc cured in confined 
areas , and t hese areas were neither located in hap­
hazard fashion with respect to one another nor were 
t hey placed in accordance w ith some reasonable ex­
planation for disappearances, i . e . , the anomalous 

areas did not correspond necessarily w ith heavy sea 
or air traffic w hich w ould yield a proportionatly high­
er number of d isasters. 

The final step in the development of Sanderson's 
hypothesis w as based on intuition and a desire to 
find a c omplete pattern in the system of anomalous 
areas. The result was the identification of ten areas, 
five in the Northern Hemisphere and five in t he South­
ern Hemisphere. T he Vortices were located in bands 
about 25 degrees of latitude from t he equator, and 
each hemispherical set showed about 72  degrees of 
separation from one area to the next . The bands 
seemed to be displaced in longitude, so t hat t he area 
in t he Southern Hemisphere " below " the Bermuda 
Triangle vortex is actually located about 36 degrees 
east or west in longitude . 

Now we have a report of a researc h project carried 
out by three Russians w hich provides startling con- · 
firmation of Sanderson's Vile Vortices concept . 
According to an article in t he September 1974 issue 
of t he Soviet magazine Sputnik , this research began 
w hen an art student noted the symmetrical distribu­
t ion of centers of ancient cultures. Further study re-
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vealed a great variety of geological, magnetic, and 
weather phenomena t hat c oincided with a geometric 
master plan of t he earth. 

Figure 1 shows the g lobe with the patterns found 
by the researchers. There are actually two poly­
hedrons projected on the surface, a dodecahedron 
c omposed of 1 2  faces c ontaining five sides each, and 
an icosahedron composed of 20 faces c ontaining 
three sides each. The orientation of this grid is 
established by placing t he focal points over centers 
of geological or w eather phenomena. 

For example, t he edges of the polyhedrons are 
said to  c oincide w ith mid-oceanic ridges and other 
crac ks in t he earth 's  crust, a nd w ith seismically 
active areas. The vertices of t he polyhedrons are 
said to denote centers of magnetic anomaly, maximum 
and minimum atmospheric pressure areas, a nd hurri­
cane generation areas. In Soviet territory, grid inter­
sections c orrespond with land areas in which it 
appears that t he last ice age had an unusually mild 
impact, w ith t he r esult that t hese areas became 
shelters for animal life t hat was destroyed elsewhere. 

Unfortunately, t he Sputnik article fails to g ive 
much more information about t he s pecific areas 
defined by the grid or about the proof for this c oncept 
advanced by the researchers. However, a g lance at 
their twenty-faceted grid w ill immediately reveal that 
the intersection points of the trian gles are prec isely 
those points on t he e arth 's surface identified by 
Sanderson as Vile V ortices. 

The Soviet researchers apparently had t heir grid 
hypothesis w ell developed b efore they learned of 
Sanderson's w ork. He is mentioned in quite favorable 
term s several times in the c ourse of t he article. 
Another writer of note w hom the researchers believe 
to have proposed the grid hypothesis is P lato, w ho 
put it thusly : "The earth, if it is looked at from 
above resembles a b all stitched t ogether from 1 2  
pieces of leather . "  This statement was discovered 
after t he discovery of the 1 2  facet division of the 
earth •s surface. The researchers suggest that P lato 's 
remark reflects a c lose study of natural phenomena 
that may have been accessible to  the ancients, such 
as bird migration patterns, and w ind and ocean 
currents, all of w hich conform to t he 1 2  facet grid. 
Oddly enough (for speculative studies of this sort ) 
the idea of "space visitors" is n ot dragged into the 
discussion. 

Figure 2 is an artifact found in excavations both 
in France and in Vietnam. The Vietnamese variety 
are made of gold, the French of bronze. Archeologists 
are at a loss to explain the significance of the 
objects, but the Soviet researchers think they may in 
fact be very ancient models of the earth represented 

in terms of t he grid system. 
This last seems a bit far-fetched to us, as does 

the inclusion of P lato 's  quote about the appearance 
of the earth w hen v iewed from above. Plato certainly 
knew a regular polygon, and a dodecahedron at that, 
from a b�ll  sewn together from patches of leather. 
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Whatever else m ay b e  said of  Plato, h e  has never 
been accused of an inability to express himself 
c learly. 

On the other hand, the earth, when viewed from a 
great enough distance, might reasonably be described 
in Plato's terms. The "patches" are not pentagons, 
but r ough and oddly shaped pieces - the land masses 
and oceans. Could it be t hat Plato was merely quot­
ing an earlier authority on such matters? To wit, the 
mysterious s ource that informed Homer of the two 
Moons of Mars? 

RESISTENTIALISM 

by Sabina W .  Sanderson 

Ivan Sanderson once read a b ook w hich tickled his 
fancy no end, �u

_
t no one has yet tracked it down 

since he could rr.ot r emember the author's name (be­
lieved to be �!,.Frenchman ), the t itle ( possibly 
Resistentialism ),- , or where or when he read it and 
whether it w:;ts--ever published in the United States! 
Nevertheless, it did concern what the author c alled 
"resistentialism " -a play on "existentialism "- the 
theory that inanimate machines may not be as in­
animate as w e  like t o  think they are, and may oc­
c asionally resist being what they are intended to be. 

One of the maj or accounts included in the book 
dealt w ith the career of an ocean-going tugboat built 
in the Netherlands. The Dutch are noted for the ex­
cellence of their tugs but this one proved to be a 
problem, working overtime at fu lfilling Murphy ' s  Law : 
anythin g that c ould go wrong did, and she was almost 
perm anently in drydock for repairs or overhaul almost 
from the m oment she was launched . D u ring one of her 
interludes at sea she ran on a sandbar and stuck, and 
apparently made no attempt to cooperate with at­
tempts to refloat her. Her exasperated owners finally 
gave up and sold her to another company . The new 
owners somehow hauled her off and proceeded to 
c onvert her to a fishing trawler, c utting a well in the 
deck and making other necessary alterations but not 
making any really basic c hanges. She was then re­
launched -and twenty years later was still function­
ing without fault as a fishing trawler . I c annot, of 
course, vouch for details here, but the basic story is 
accurate. 

I can vouch for the followin g :  Ivan and Alma San­
derson had a four-slice toaster w hen I arrived in 
1 968 , and I was warned to beware of it . In the verna­
c ular, t hey weren •t kidding.  Unfortunately , as is so 
often the case, we failed to keep detailed rec ords, 
but my impression is that it had one form of behaviour 
for Alma and another for Ivan . (I rarely eat toast . )  It 
was a pop-up toaster, b ut when Alma attempted to 
make toast, usually the first sign that it was d one 
( regardless of t he setting) was black smoke filling 
the kitchen . The d ogs got lots of burned t oast . On 
the other hand, when Ivan dared to toast halves of 



E nglish muffins ,  it did toast them properly but  t hen 
made a frightful grinding noise and hurled t he muffins 
upward and outward , t he inhabitants of the kitchen 
duc king out of the way .  When I brought my personal 
belongin gs up to New Jersey in 1 969 , my offer of the 
use of my cheap , two-s lice t oaster was gratefully 
accepted and the recalcitrant machine stored in t he 
Anne x .  Unfortunately there isn't anything one c an do 
with a toaster that resents being a toaster; it c a n ' t  
b e  turned into a sewin g machine o r  w hatever i t  w as 
t hat t his one wanted to be. T he t ugboat w as luc ky in 
this respect .  

When one turns to sophisticated 'machinery ' , the 
problems may be even worse. James Sutherland , writ­
in g in � ( " The Unhuman Explorers " ,  vol .  1 .  no. 
6 , Feb . 1 974). has this to say: 

" Form er Deputy Director of NASA's Manned 
Spacecraft Center Christopher Kraft once remarked 
that the various c omponents in s pacec raft often af­
fect t hem in an 'almost metaphysical' manner , en­
dowing some craft wit h  near-human personality 
quirks .  One Soviet probe became increasingly ir­
ritable and unresponsive as it neared Mars and 
apparently shut itself off in a fit of temper . A U .  S .  
craft o n  a similar mis sion w a s  programmed to lock 
onto a particular star with an electronic sensor to 
help with navigation , but it pic ked the wrong s tar and 
then stubborn ly ignored frantic instructions from 
E arth for hours before admitting its mistake . And 
Surveyor 3 seemed to dis like the landing point on t he 
Moon chosen for it , for as soon as t he probe touched 
down it immediately gunned its en gines and flew off 
to another location all by itself." 

" Shut itself off in a fit of t emper " indeed. Ma­
chines aren • t  supposed to have feelings at all . Are 
they? And yet t here is a s ubtle recognition that 
machines , even if mass produced on an assemb ly 
line with components produced on an assembly line , 
have personalities . Ships are always referred to as 
"she" despite the fact  t hat t echnically t hey are 
neuter , ditto other vehic les . And a motorist on buying 
a new car will spend some time " finding out w hat her 
idiosyncrasies are" , this apart from " lemons "  -which 
h ave nothing to do with t he recall of all cars of a 
particular model because some nut has left out a 
certain bolt and the steering wheel may fall off , etc .  
More alarmin g was a car that Ivan Sanderson owned 
briefly . It had power s teering , b ut it was impossible 
to steer , and t he entire steering column was replaced 
twice (i .e .  three in all) . This failed to solve t he 
problem ,  and on one trip from Washington,  D .C .  to 
New York , Ivan sat in t he back t y ping an artic le 
while two nearly 'professional ' drivers alternated 
with the driving -neither cou ld t ake it for more than 
an hour .  When t hey reached New York,  t hey told Ivan , 
"This car isn't a lemon; it ' s  a kil ler . Get rid of it . "  
He t ook it to his dealer who, without a murmur , gave 
him an , in fact , more expensive model in exchange. 
Can one assume t hat some c ars are simply ' grumpy' 
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about being cars w hile others are truly malicious 
about it? Other c ars apparent ly delight in being cars : 
"she' s a sweetheart " ,  etc .  And my toaster apparently 
had no objections t o  its occupation ( friends of ours 
eventually provided a four-slice replacement , also 
willing to be a t oaster!) . 

All life is b asically electrica l ,  and t he "difficult"  
m achines do seem to be those that at least have 
electrical  c omponents . Apart from purely mechanical 
devices that refuse t o  function for Bernard Heuvel­
m an s ,  who cannot manage a typewriter and had us in 
near hysterics with his account of a dril l which c ame 
apart no matter which way he t u rned it-he is just 
not mechanically minded! I have never heard of a 
non-electric a l  device that showed 'human ' propensi­
ties . (If anyone has any valid examples I shall be 
delighted to hear of t hem , or of other examples of 
'standard'  resistentialis m . )  Even electrons , as s uc h ,  
seem t o  exhibit what i s  c alled will power ,  a n d  w e  
really know nothing o f  what happens when electrical 
circuits 'get together ' . Yes , they turn switches on and 
off , activate mechanism s ,  and t he like, but apart from 
what are really mechanical results , what do t hey do? 
What is e lectricity anyway? 

There are cars that are hypochondriacs -they 
hic c u p ,  until you get t hem to a repair s hop; s pace­
craft that have " fits of temper "; tugboats that refuse 
to function . These are not cases of unmistakeable 
mechanical malfunction . Indeed , in many c ases , no 
mechanical  defect can be found .  The fau lt lies some­
where else , and it is possible that machines -some 
of t hem at least-may have ' life' of a sort . We ought 
to consider this . 

THAT THUNDERBIRD PHOTO 

by D avid R. Weidl 

This article is for the benefit of those new mem­
bers of t he Society who may not have read Ivan T .  
Sanderson ' s  artic le in t he April 1 972 issue of Pursuit . 

Thunderbirds are gigantic birds of Amerindian 
tradition . According to the Amerindians , these birds 
lived on mountain tops and were primarily nocturnal .  
These birds had wingspans of  up to 30 feet . These 
characteristic s are quite similar to t hose of a Con­
dor , w hich is exactly w hat Ivan Sanderson thought 
them to be. Reports are still being made in the 
United States , particularly in north-central Pennsyl­
vania . 

Back in 1 8 86 a Thunderbird was killed near 
Tombstone , Arizona .  The photo s hows t he b ird 

nailed to the side of a barn with its wings outstretch­
ed . There are also six men standing in front of the 
bird , with their arms outstretched fingertip to finger­

tip , to show its size . The photo was presumably 
pu blished in t he local paper called the Tombstone 

Epitaph . However , t he Epitaph has no record of the 

photo and t he editor has become more than a litt le 

irritated by requests for a copy . The National Geo-



graphic allegedly contained a re production of the 
photo , but other members as w ell as myself, have 
gone t hrough the National Geographic w ithout any 
luc k. 

The most irritating aspect of all t his is that , 
while literally hundreds of people have seen t his 
photo , not one of t hem can recall w here. The Society 
once had a copy of the photo but two members took 
it with them on a field trip to Coudersport , in northern 
Pennsylvania , to look into several reports from the 
are a. Upon their  return they found it missing. 

In November of 1 973 , I wrote to Fate M agazine 
asking their readers to contact me if they had any 
inform ation. My letter was published in the May 1 974 
issue. The r e sult of my letter was d iscouraging , to 
say the least ; only e ight letters. Most of the w riters 
wanted a copy of t he photo if I had it , and the rest 
didn't tell me anything I didn 't  already know. 

However ,  t h e  October 1 97 4  issue of � had a 
letter from a Mr. W. Ritchie Benedict w ho s aid that 
he had seen the photo on television. It seems that 
Ivan Sanderson had been on a Canadian program 
called "The Pierre Berton Show " and had shown the 
photo on the s how. The show was syndicated by 
Screen Gems out of Toronto and ran from 1 964 to 
� !�appeared sometime b etween 1 964 and 
1 96 6 .  If  there is any member of the Society , w ho is 
in a position to obtain a videotape of this photo 
would he please do so and s end it to the Society.* 

C urrently I am looking through old magazines 
hopin g to find a copy. So far I have ruled out Life 
M agazine and I am now looking through the Saturday 
Evening Post. Would someone please check the old 
American Weekly ( the Sunday Supplement) prior to 
about 1 94 7 .  And if anyone finds this photo would he 
please let us know. 

GEOMAGNETIC STORMS AND FORTEAN E VENTS 

By Livingston Gearhart 

The earth's magnetic field is a physical phenome­
non that has puzzled scientists since its  discovery. 
The field as represented in the typical high school 
science text is a stable set  of lines of force s urround­
ing the earth and terminating at  the magnetic poles ,  
much like the lines of force enveloping an ordinary 
bar magne t .  In actuality , the e arth's magnetic field is 
constantly fluctuating , both in its contour and in the 
degre e of its perturbation . It is now accepted that , 
over long periods of geological time , it has made at 
least several major shifts in direction. 

Attempts to understand the nature of the e arth's 
magnetic field were s purred by the advent of long 
range radio broadcasting ,  and the discover:v that the 
upper levels of the atmosphere which reflect  the radio 

* One of our members is looking into this but has 
not reported yet. SWS. 
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waves are radically a ffected b y  t h e  state o f  t h e  mag­
netic field . At certain levels of agitation of the field 
radio " blackouts " occur , and at other levels the 
aurora borealis is generated . At times of es pecially 
intense disturbance e ven underground and underwater 
communications c ables a re rendered inoperative. The 
state of theoretical knowledge of the field is summed 
up rather w ell in this quote from the E ncyclopedia 
Britannic a :  "No satisfactory e x planation of the e arth 's  
field has ever been offered". The field a ppears to have 
two main components , a fairly steady field (the text­
book diagram )/ and a superimposed variable field. The 
common notion is t hat the steady field is generated 
within the earth , probably by d ynamo action of the 
molten metal near the core , a nd that the variable field 
results from bombardment by particles emitted by the 
sun , particularly d uring periods of high s uns pot 
activity. 

The connection between solar flares and magnetic 
" storms " is well e nough e stablished to perm it the 
regular issuance of radio propagation forec asts 
similar to weather forecasts in accuracy . However ,  
this c onnection is far  from the c omplete answer to 
geomagnetic field d isturbance s ,  as this quote from the 
May 1 97 1  Solar Bulletin will s how : "The aurora of 
April 1 4 , 1 97 1  . ... was unusual from the standpoint 
th at it w as not preceded by any identified Class - M 
or Class - X  solar flare on the visible d is c ,  nor any 
identified ionospheric disturbanc e .  Data available at 
this time indicate that this aurora was c aused by an 
event beyond the East limb . .. " 

The true state of affairs vis a vis sun flare s and 
the geomagnetic field is probably contained in this 
rather amusing and confusing quotation from the 
scientific literature: " . . . active centers on the sun can 
affect geomagnetism in two contrary w ays . An active 
cente r may a ppear to emit solar corpuscles or produce 
a geomagnetic storm or it may appear to inhibit the 
emission of solar corpuscles to produce a geomagnet­
ically quiet condition. On the other hand , it may fail 
to cause any detectable effect; that is , it may seem 
neither to increase nor inhibit the emission of cor­
puscle s .  The essential proble m now is how to pred ict 
what a g iven individual active center will d o . " * 

Measurements of geomagnetic perturbation have 
been t aken for many years at s cores of observatories , 
and have been issued in s pecial publications since 
1 905 . The readings are converted to three nominal 
values , 0 for quiet days , 1 for average d ays, and 2 
for highly disturbed days . These value s ,  in turn , are 
averaged to one decimal plac e for an international 
( global) d aily I figure . Thus it is possible to ascertain 
the average state of the geomagnetic field on any day 
since 1 905 . 

Some time ago this writer attempted , simply as an 
exercise , to discover if there exists any correlation 
between disturbances in the geomagnetic field and 

* B. Bell and H . Glazer ,  "Sunspots & Geomagnetis m " , 
Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge , vol . I I , no. 8 . 
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various forte an events , inc ludin g s orne psychic phe­
nomena .  The results were intriguing ,  and led to the 
strong suspicion t h at t he onset of magnetic s torms 
coincides with much human-related forteana .  

Presenting t he data i n  this admitted ly speculative 
study raises s orn e problems , not t he least of which is 
the enormous number of case histories and the ac­
companying graphs of related magnetic field activity 
whic h comprise t he • evidence" in this perplexing 
matter . However , by way of attempting to illustrate 
the nature of t he data and the analytical technique 
two sets of correlations will be shown for certain 
selected cases . The first is simply a chronologic al 
sequence of a sam pling of "front page" murders . 
These are not strictly speaking fortean even ts , but 
they do bespeak an intense temporary mental aberra­
tion . The letters A,  B and C denote t he points on t he 
graph of changing magnetic intensity a t  which the 
s pecified events t ook place. A is t he day of the rise 
to a peak , B is t he day of the peak , and C is t he day 
following the peak. 

While bizarre murders are , unhappily , almost a 
commonplace,  the phenomenon of s pontaneous human 
co� is a rare and profoundly fortean occurence . 
Presumably the readers of Pursuit are well aware of 
the existence of SHC , so that we need not dwell on 
the particulars . It is because of its rarity that SHC 
l�nds itself particularly well as a test case for t he 
hypothesis that geomagnetic disturbances trigger 
such events . Any correlations that may be found thus 
lose t he taint of "coincidence" that quite naturally 
makes t he data on murders somewhat suspect . The 
graphs that follow are typical of a great many similar 
ones developed in the course of this study . These 
graphs show the relative field intensity and the time 
of t he combustions . 

There are a great many questions that are stil l to 
be answered c oncerning t hese correlations .  The most 
obvious one is whether or not t he '' hits "  have been 
faithfu lly recorded and presented here , w hile the 
" mis ses " have been palmed off . The answer to this 
last is t wo-fold . First , t he data and the tentative con­
clusions were both arrived at through honest effort , 
and t he multiple possibilities for error were constant­
ly kept in mind .  Second , it has proved to be most 
difficult to get precise times and even dates for many 
of t he SHC events . Except for those cases where very 
thorough police investigations were carried out one 
must rely upon newspaper accounts for s uch vital 
details , and the unfortunate fact here is t hat t he press 
is often s loppy in recording t hese details . Since the 
timing of t he events is t he crux of the matter , this is 
a very s erious problem indeed . However , t here is 
seldom more t han a day or so timing ambiguity , and as 
the number of instances mounts the certainty of the 
hypothesized correlation increases proportionately . 

There is another factor w hich makes this s tudy 
somewhat less precise t han one would wish it to be , 
and t hat is t he global  nature of t he tabulated data on 

magnetic s torm s.  This data may or may not accurately 
represen t  the degree of magnetic agitation in t �1e vi­
cinity of t he SHC or other " psyc hic " event . This is a 
difficulty t hat c annot be overcome s hort of instru­
m entin g t he sites of these events , and it would only 
be practical in instances of continuing fortean phe­
nomena such as weepin g madonnas , poltergeist mani­
festations,  and so forth .  And incidentally , the ma­
donnas , bleeding statues , a nd t he onsets of polter­
geist cases also seem to correspond with geomagnet­
ic disturbance peaks . On the other hand , it may be 
t h at t he strictly local field has little to do with trig­
gering t hese events ,  and that it is t he global field 
disturbance t hat really matters . 

A B c 

1 892 Aug 4 ( C )  2 Murders of "appalling ferocity "  for 
which Lizzie Borden was tried and ac quitted 

1 9 1 2  Oct 14 ( B )  Unsuccessful  assassination attempt 
on Theodore Roosevelt 

1 92 0  Apr 1 5  ( B )  Murders for which Sacco & Vanzetti 
were executed 

1 92 2  May 22 ( B )  Loeb & Leopold murder Bobby 
Franks ( peak : 2 . 0 ) 

1 93 2  Mar 1 (A) Lindbergh kidnapping & murder . (A 
dram atic leap of t he graph from 0 . 0  to 1 . 4 )  

1 93 3  Feb 1 5  ( B )  Assassination attempt on FDR . 
(Cermak killed) 

1 93 6 Dec 27 (A) Kidnap-murder of C harles Mattson 
( age 1 0 ) 

1 93 8  May 24 ( B )  Kidnap-murder of Peter Levine (age 
1 2 )  

1 95 0  Nov 1 (B)  Unsuccessful  assas sination attempt 
on H. Truman 

1 9 5 2  Dec 14 (A) One of 2 kil lings for which dates are 
given , by mass-murderer J . R . H .  Christie . This 
one (his wife) was called by the Judge "his 
only normal murder . " ( ! )  

1 959 Nov 1 5  ( C )  Day following a peak ( 1 . 2 )  and again 
risin g ,  followin g day ( lots of motion) .  In Cold 
Blood ( T .  Capote) , senseless murder of a family 
of 6 

1 962 June 1 4  (A) Boston strangler : first victim 
1 962 Jun 27 (A) Boston strangler : 2nd victim 

. 1 963 Nov 23 (A) A " Boston strangler " victim 
1 968 Apr 4 (A) M . L .  King assassination . Certainly 

premeditated , it coincides by chance with a 
rise to 1 . 3 .  

1 966 Jul 1 4  (A) Speck murders 8 nurses . The geomag­
netic intensity is low , rising over 2 days from 
0 . 0  to 0 .6. 
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E lizabeth C lark , found dyin g of  b urns in  an un­
scorched room . She cou ld not explain . ( Fort ' s  Books ,  
p .  656) The news release was d ated the 6th ; hence it 
probably happened on the 5th , though on the 4 th it 
would also come in a position favored by many of 
these events . 
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L ois Irene Chapman " found s itting dead on a burn­
ing davenport " . . .  with " little damage to s urroundings " .  
( Doubt 1 1 - 1 64 )  
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Unidentifiable m an "burned beyond recognition " in 
a car that did not burn . ( Fate , Dec . 1 95 2 .  p. 5 )  
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Billy Peterson (suicide by c arbon monoxide poison­
ing) , third degree b urns of b ody and internal burns : 
clothing not s in ged . (Gaddis , op.  cit . ,  p .  2 3 0 ; I .  T .  
Sanderson , Investigating t he Une'XPiained , p .  276) 
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Madge Knigh t ,  severely b urned (died 6 December) 
in a bed w ith unscorched s heets . (Gaddis , Mysterious 
� � Lights , p .  1 92 :  and other sources) 

Olga Worth , b urned to death in a car that w as not 
burned .  (Gaddis , QJ2.· £!!. ,  p. 1 95 ,  and other sources ) 
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VI I .  BIOLOGY 

PRE LIMINARY D ESCRIPTION OF THE EXTERNAL 
MORPHOLOGY OF WHAT AP PEARED TO BE THE 
FRESH CORPSE OF A HITH ERTO UNKNOWN F ORM 

OF LIVING HOMINID 

by IVAN T. SANDERSON 

( The fol lowing is Part of Ivan T. Sanderson ' s 
non-popular re port on the s pecimen popularly called 
" Bozo " or the " Iceman" and is here reprinted with 
the kind permission of �. the publication of the 
Comitato Italiano per lo Studio dei  Problemi della 
Popolazione of Rome , Italy .  It appeared as Vol . XXV ,  
N .  1 -4 . 1 969 . We have had nume rous reque sts for 
this , part ly because G enus is not w idely distributed 
in this c ountry .  The artic le is long and will be run 
in at least two parts . 

As for the spec imen itself ,  it has neve r been made 
available for proper s tudy d e s pite yearly promises up 
to the tim e of Ivan Sanderson ' s  de ath , and it is un­
likely that it will  be-if it  still  exists which is also 
u�ikely .  The s pec imen was deteriorating in 1 96 8 .  I t  
must also be noted that models , some re portedly 
good and others really terrible , a re s t ill being e x ­
h ibited b y  various entre preneurs . a l l  o f  whom ap­
parently c laim that theirs is the original s pe c imen . 
These claims are of c ourse rubbish . S. W . S . ) 

* 

The possibi lity of the continued existence of one 
or more kinds of ultraprimitive hominids in various 
parts of Eurasia , Orientalia,  Afri c a .  and North and 
South America , has been mooted for several decades . 
The suggestion has never , it appears , been question­
ed in Mongolia ,  China, Thibet , and surrounding prov­
inces , but it was not until  the e arly years of t his 
c entury t h at Professor ,  now Academician , V. A .  
Kakhlov introduced t h e  matter t o  the western sc ientif­
ic world in Russia .  Starting in 1 92 0  a complication 
arose in the misnaming of another reported c reature 
in the eastern Himalayas , c alled in col loquial N e pali 
the Meh-Teh , which appellation has s ince been con­
verted and contrac ted to Yeti and become synony­
mous with t he false moniker " The Abominable Snow­
m an " .  This latter is c learly a tradition of - if not a 
series of factual rec ords of - some form of highly 
advance d ,  mountain-c limbing pongid ; a nd it is the 
c onsensus of educated opini on that , if  such a creature 
d oes still  e xist , it will most probably prove to be a 
descendant of or re lated to Gigantopithecus known 
from fossil  remains in adj acent southern China.  Con­
current ly , s everal reports of as yet undiscovered 
pongids emanated also from Africa .  Howeve r ,  all  
re ports of b ipedal , fully-haired anthropoids from the 
other four continents named above , without exception 

c oncur in describing t he c reatures as b e ing hominid , 
and leaving uniqu e ly human-like footprints with an 
apposed great toe . Apart from t his feature , there 
would appe ar to be conside rable variation both in the 
size and form , and the behaviour of t hese hominid s .  
These charac te rs and c haracteristics s pread the 
possib ility of t h e ir identification all the way from 
neanderthaloid types of H .  sapiens to the earliest 
Australopithec ines . This paper describes the external 
morphology of w hat a ppeared to us to be a fresh 
c orpse of one type of such large , fully-haired , bipedal 
primate that was preserved in ic e ,  in a refrigerated 
coffin , in the United States of America , and w hich 
was e xamined by the writer in c ollaboration w ith D r .  
Bernard Heuve lmans o f  Paris . 

Introduction 

On the 1 2th Decembe r ,  1 96 8 , t he Society of which 
th e writer is Ad ministrative D irector rece ived a t e le­
ph one c all  from a Mr . Te rry Cullen of Milwaukee , 
Wisconsin , t o  inform us t hat he had inspected a 
corpse of what appeared t o  be a fully-haired hominid 
preserved in part ially c lear ice in a side-show at the 
International Livestock E x position ' s  annual fair in 
Ch icago d uring the period 2 8th November to the 7th 
of Decembe r .  M r .  Cullen who was then unknown to us 
is a zoologist maintaining a commerc ial enterprise 
specializin g in herpetology , and is the d iscoverer of 
several new s pec ies of  iguanid lizards in the Carib­
bean area . 

Mr . Cullen ' s  report included some details of this 
co ·rpse ' s appearance t hat , t aken togethe r ,  prompted 
us seriou sly to consider t he pos sibility of its being 
a real body , and not just  a mode l or c omposite con­
structed by orie ntal  artist s ,  long noted for faking 
" merm aid s " , as the e xhibit was b i lled . Mr . Cullen 
fu rth er r�peated to us a story of the origin of this 
specimen allege d ly related to him by the man in 
c harge of the e xhibit , a M r .  Frank D .  Hanse n .  Accord­
ing to his acc ount at t hat t im e ,  it had b e e n  found 
floating in a six-thousand-pound block of ice in the 
sea somewhere off t he east Siberian coast by a 
Ru ssian sealing vess e l ;  was t hen c onfiscated by the 
m ainland Chinese authorities , but had finally turned 
up in Hong Kong . This story was subsequently c hang­
ed several t imes , and first to  the original discoverers 
havin g  been a Japanese w haling v esse l ,  but all  
acc ounts c oinc ided with Mr . Hansen ' s  final explana­
tion , g iven d irec t ly to us , t hat he found it in an 
e normous plastic bag in a deepfreeze plant owned by 
a Chinese gentle man of British nationa lity in H ong 
Kon g .  In v iew of the intel ligence received from Mr . 
Culle n ,  and after having t he e xistence of the spe c i­
men confirmed by t wo of our Society ' s  me mbers from 
Chicago , Messrs . R ic hard Crowe and Ric hard Grybos , 



I traced M r .  Hansen on the phone and dec ided to drive 
out to his home which is near Winon a ,  Minnesota , and 
where he  had the specimen s tored for the winter .  

It so happened that one of our  members , Dr .  
Bernard Heuvelmans , Fellow of the Comitato Italiano 
per lo Studio dei Problemi de lla Popolazione , and of 
the Zoological Society of London , and a Collaborateur 
s cientifique a l ' lnstitut Royal des Sciences Na­
turelles de Be lgique , was staying at our Society ' s  
headquarters o n  h is f irst visit to t h e  United States 
en route to Central and South America to study mam­
mals threatened with extinction . Dr. Heuvelmans , as 
is known to the Comitato , and as is als o universally 
apprec iated , has devoted many years to the investiga­
tion of reports of u ltra-primitive hominids s aid still to 
be livin g .  The w riter therefore invited Dr.  Heuve lmans 
to  acc ompany him on t h is investigative trip .  

We left on  the  1 4th of D e cember and examined the  
s pecimen on t h e  1 6th , 1 7th , and 1 8th days of t hat 
m onth . Heuvelmans t ook a large number of photo­
graphs of t he s pecimen in both color and b lack-and­
white . The w riter made detailed tec hnical drawings , 
employing prescribed methods t hat are outlined in 
fig . 2 . We first examined the specimen together ,  and 
then during t he next t wo days we d id so s e parately . 
Our subsequent reports were w ritten w ithout reference 
to each other until completed , w hen the results were 
c ompared and a list of d ivergencies in detail - but 
not in opinions - was c omposed . These original 
re ports were not altered and are on file . Subsequently , 
new and fuller papers were pre pared by both of us 
w hile re sident in d ifferent place s .  These w ere not 
c ompared . Heuvelmans sub mitted his (in a French 
version) to t h e  Institut Royal des Sciences Naturelles 
de Be lgiqu e ,  and it has been published in their 
Bulle tin , N o .  4 5 ,  4 ,  Bruxelle , 1 0  February , 1 969 . This 
paper is the w riter 's  - Ivan T. Sande rson 's  - final 
summatio n ,  brought up to date as of the 8th June , 
1 969 . 

The Specimen 

This is " preserve d "  in clear ice ,  in a rectangular 
block 6 ' 1 1 "  long by 2 ' 8 "  wide and (said to be) 3 '6 "  
i n  depth.  This bloc k i s  s aid t o  have been cut from a 
much larger piece of (allegedly)  drift-ice ,  found float­
in g in t h e  sea.  This original b lock is said to have 
weigh ed 6000 American pound s .  This w as first 
trimmed around the s ides to  its present d imens ions 
and t hen about two feet w ere taken off the bottom to 
a point w her e the under , or back side , of the c ontain­
ed s pecimen c ould be seen . The n ,  the owner states , 
he had a professional " ic e-carve r "  - a technic ian and 
artist who create s large decorative pieces for ban­
quets in c lear ice by chiselling and ablating - shave 
down t he u pper s urface as far as possib le t o  the 
upper c ontours of t he c orps e .  This re sulted in a 
" m ountainous " surfac e in low re lief ,  the upward 
bulges dom ing all protube rances s uch as the feet , 
kn ees , abdomen w ith a hand on top of the same , the 
chest , the fac e ,  and t h e  left arm that is t hrown back 
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over the head . The w hole block was then lowered into 
an insulated coffin , measuring internally exactly 3 6 "  
x 7 ' 4 " ,  with two large nylon straps passed under 
ei th er end of the block about a foot in from the ends.  
The two-inch spac e all around it was then filled with 
tap-water and frozen s olid w ith a refrigeration unit 
attached to the c offin . 

Th e corpse is only partially visible ( see  illustra­
tion , Fig . 1 )  for two reas on s .  First , considerable 
sections of the ice have recrystallized in tabular 
plastron s of opaque constitution . Second , there has 
been considerable e xudation of gases from the c orpse 
forced outward from all orifices and from skin pores 
through t he hair-fine t u bules that penetrate even 
c lear , amorphous , palaeocrystic , and other forms of 
ice .  These have c reated " bursts " of flowe rlike , tridi­
mensional " crops " of s e m i-opaque " twigs " of crystal­
line ice .  These two features of the matrix in w hich 
the c orpse is encased mak e  it exceedingly difficult 
to  ins pec t · its details . However , w ith strong flood­
lights directed from the lowest angle poss ible above 
the g lass t op of t he c offin , many details are brought 
out when the s urface of the c orpse is viewed from 
directly above . It was by this means that the drawn 
rec onstruction was made . 

Th e c orpse or whatever it is , is rotting.  This 
could be detected by a stron g stench - typical of 
rotting mammalian flesh - exuding from one of the 
corners of the insulation of the coffin . Whatever this 
c orpse may be , it would seem to include flesh of 
s ome kind ; and suc h  c annot be preserved permanently 
in mere ice ,  although the temperature within the coffin 
is in this c ase kept at a maximum of 5-degrees F .  

Gross Morphology 

Any conclusions that follow amount , frankly , to 
little more than speculation because the s pecimen 
c ould not be handled and had to be vie wed from no 
close r than a foot at b e s t ,  th rough four s heets of 
plate glass and a varying amount of clear , frosted or 
totally opaque ice .  This w hole exercise is t herefore 
equivalent to describing an unknown form of any 
animal fixed in a s olid block of plastic - such as is 
used to encase demonstration s pecimens - but with 
more than half the e xposed s urfac es identifiable only 
as a shadow under opac ity . 

1 .  Overall Impression . 

Our first impression on viewing this s pecimen was 
its great bulk , an d this gro ws on one continually the 
longer one inspects it , and e s pecially w ith the use of 
side ligh tin g.  Above a l l ,  it is the hands that are 
most startlin g because of their excessive bulk - not 
mere dimensions - and w hich look out of all propor­
tion to the body and even to the immense arms . 

The other notable impression was , from the outset ,  
that the thing was som e kind o f  human , hominid , or 
humanoid - and this , des pite several extremely pongid 
featu re s .  This could be what is called a psychologi-
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cal effect ,  b ut i s  probab ly due most t o  t h e  length of 
the le gs and the " stance " of t he creature on its back 
in such a typical human position . 
2 .  Bulk and Weight . 

There is no way of estimating its weigh t ,  s ince 
only two-dimensional measurements can be taken and 
one is t hu s  unab le t o  estimate its g ross mas s .  
Mamm als as a whole average about the density of salt 
water ,  but bulk is no real c riterion . The w riter , who 
is  e xactly six feet  tall but  w e ighs only 1 60 pounds , 
cannot s in k  even in fresh w ate r ,  w hile he c an name 
two m en of the same height but quite fat w ho ,  al­
though almost profess ional s wimmers (as far as body 
action) sink at really extraordinary speed even in 
salt water the moment they cease to swim . Estimates 
of the w e ight of  animals other t han man are more than 
hazardous , except by such specialized experts as the 
breeders of d ome stic animals . Nevertheless , assuming 
the legs are as bulky as we assume , we wou ld s ug­
gest some where in the neighbourhood of 2 5 0  pounds 
for the we ight of this s pecimen.  The author happened 
to obtain the rec ord Lowland Gorilla - a s pecimen of 
G orilla g orilla matschei - in the As sumbo Mountains 
of the Cameroon , and this when stretched out , meas­
ured just six  foot from c rown to plantar surface and 
h ad a 9 ' 2 "  armspan , but weighed more than 600 
pounds . 
3 . Measurements . 

All measurements were first taken d irectly from 
the c orpse using a straightedge rule from the center 
of the head-end of the coffin to the central point at 
the foot-end . A large metal set-square was moved 
along this , first down one side and then down the 
other of this fixed central rule . The front edge of the 
set-square was extended by another metal ruler so 
th at it  reached the sides of  t h e  coffin . Points of  
reference were  fixed from d irectly above by lying on 
top of the glass of the c offin . D rawings were later 
made from these measurements on the scale of �, to 
3 " ,  and a Y2" grid was then r uled on a c lear plastic 
sheet , overlaid on the completed drawings , and the 
measure ments chec ked thereby .  The reference points 
had necessarily to be arbitrary in that the ideal points 
- such as convergence of the legs behind the scrotum 
in the groin , tip of the e lbow , etc . - were not always 
visible at all , while those points that were c learly 
v isible had to again be judged t hrough the thick hair 
covering.  

From these measurements it  w ould at  first appear 
that t he arms are excessively long ,  without taking 
into account the hand s .  This , however , is not neces­
s arily s o ,  as w ill be seen be low . Furthe r ,  a very 
stron g word of caution should be put · on record here ; 
namely ,  that while the right leg (to the left in the 
drawing ,  of course)  is definitely raised c onsiderably 
at t he knee-j oint w hile the other , (the left) appears to 
be fully e xtended with the foot turned downward , there 
is - in this author ' s  estimation , at least a very 
distinct possibility that b oth legs are elevated from 
the groin.  Thus , their length could be several inches 

t :, ,.if 
/" 

Fig.  1 Scale d rawing of the s pecime n .  
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Fig . 2 Original outline drawing with measure­
ments of sarn e .  

greater i n  the overall than as shown i n  t h e  photo­
graphs and sketches .  

The measurem ents o f  t he " face " ,  eye-sockets and 
nares (orifices ) ,  the hands , the penis , and t he right 
foot as seen are of considerably greater precision 
than the other measurements because of the absence 
of hair . The mouth , howeve r ,  is indeterminate s ince 
two-thirds of it are invisible under opaque ice . 

4 .  Proportion s .  

These we consider to be o f  much greater signifi­
cance , e s pecially in regard to identification and 
c lassification , but numerous words of c aution are 
here required . On detailed and s omewhat prolonged 
analysis , the proportions - apart from the bulk as 
opposed to the linear measurements of the hands -
are not as outrageous or exceptional as first im­
pressions would indicate . Further , as t he whole 
c orpse c annot be seen from directly above (nor 
photographed in t his 'vay) due t o  t he low truc k ceilin g .  
far too great a notion o f  length of everything is g ain­
ed . The unaided human eye is very deceptiv� in 
judging measurements from an an gle of 45 degrees , as  
was abundantly proved in  t his case when the scale 
drawing composed from actual measurements taken 
from directly above at each point , as described 
above , was compared with our rough estimates made 
before t hese d rawings w ere completed and gridded, 
and w ith the final photographs . 

The feature t h at at first t hrows one off is the ex­
cessive size of the tors o ,  and the fac t  t hat t he chest 
flows into the abdominal mass and c ontinues - as in 
ape s ,  incidentally - down to the hips , as opposed to 
a " w aist " .  (Unfortunate ly , the navel c annot be seen , 
so no measurement b etween it and even the s c rotum 
can be obtained . )  This ultra-massive tt body" �ives 
the impression of g reat lengt h .  Further ,  what would 
seem to b e  t h e  c lavic les actually arch up under the 
chin , and this adds to the impre ssion . 

At the same time , the le gs at first a ppear to be 
long , if not very lon g .  This is most odd ( again proba­
bly " psychological " )  and could be due to prec onceiv­
ed notions - to a zoologist , at least - that pongids 
have s hort legs and h ominids long ones . The truth is 
that , as can now be seen in the appended technical 
drawings , the legs are s hort and , judging by the com­
bined lengths of b oth , just about match the t orso from 
c lavic les  to s crotum . 

T h e  w idth of the c hest  is great in proportion t o  the 
torso length b ut again , not e xcessively so for a 
homin id . Be it noted t hat it is enormous c ompared t o  
that o f  a c himpanzee o r  orang , b u t  not compared t o  
that o f  a m ale g orilla.  Then again , a very high pro­
portion of human beings h ave just these dimension.s 
and proportion s , and t hese do not have to b e  h od­
carriers or w restler s .  The shoulders also are (were )  
unexpectedly w ide , though b y  no means e xcessively 
so for e ither m an or g orilla , w hile there is a type of 
very large , very hirsute , chimpanzee that has even 
broader shoulders . (This type , of  w hich we have seen 



only two specimens , one in the R ochester Zoo fifteen 
years ago ,  and t he other in a primate c ollection in 
F lorida in 1 9 5 9 ,  is in our opinion a distinct s pecies 
and not necessarily e ve n  of t he genus Pan) 

The proportion of " fac e "  to b ody generally is n ot 
actually e xcessive for a hominid and is definite ly 
s m all for a pongid , b ut as the head is thrown bac k , 
nothing above or behind the low forehead - and there 
is a " forehead " above t he ve ry s light browridges with 
the ir line of scant eyebrow hairs - can be s e e n .  The 
face is e xc eedingly wide , but the e ye-sockets and the 
nares are disproportionately large even for sucl! an 
(apparently)  brachycephalic type of fac e .  

It j ust s o  happened that while this paper wa� in 
preparation a young man , s eventeen years of age , and 
a keen athlete notable for his record in his school 
basketball t eam , was introduced to us. A mutual 
friend arranged the meeting w hen we were discussing 
the  proportionate length of the  arms and hands to  the 
body of this s pecime n ,  and as a result of m e ntioning 
that the young athlete ' s  hand reac hed more than half­
way down his thighs . The attached photographs were 
taken w ith the author as a check s ince b oth are 
exactly six feet t all and w eigh about the s ame - 1 60 
pounds . The author has to buy the longest standard 
armlength for shirts for his s ize , yet ,  as w ill be n oted , 
his wrists are almost three inches above those of Mr . 
R .  L .  ( th e  a thlete) ,  as may be calculated from the 
black lines drawn across both r ight wrists ; w hile , 
furthe r ,  t h e  hands of t h e  latter  e xtend almost six 
inches lower  than those of the a uthor.  

We were also able to take c omparative photographs , 
to s cale , of this young man ' s  hands and feet c ompar� 
ed w ith those of the author. (These are reproduced 
as Figs . 4 , 5 , 6 and 7).  From t hese it w il l  be seen 
that w hile Mr.  L. 's hands are in perfect proportion 
for the n ormal white Caucasoid , t hey h .... .- e a span 
and length considerably e x<;:eeding those of the author 
(with ring for identification ) .  This gtutlenJan ' s  feet 
lead us into quite another matter due tu the e xtra­
ordinary length of his t oe s  - a matter that is not 
pertinent to t he present discussion . 

Fig . 3 Two s ix-foot male c aucasoids , showing­
proportionate length of arms .  
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From these c ompari�sons - with a person , we 
should stress , picked at r andom and quite by chance 
- it is manifest that , disregarding the bulk  of the 
s pecimen under revie w ,  neither i1:s hands nor its 
arms are excessively lon g ,  while their proportions 
fall well within the r ange of human beings . 

Th e feet  of t h e  s pe cimen , howeve r ,  do d isplay a 
remarkable proportion , being ( proportionate ly )  m ore 
than twice as w id e  as those of Mr. L . ,  and nearly 
twice as wide as those of the author. 

H oweve r ,  it is in the w idth and overall bulk of the 
individual fingers and t oe s  t hat this s pecimen di­
verges most strongly from the typical human pro­
portions .  This matter is further discussed below . 

Finally , the length of the penis in the s pecimen is 
not great for a hominid - and it is not known if it is 
erected or semi-erected - but would be very large 
for the a verage pongid , if f laccid . It is n ot w e l l  seen , 
bein g  in c lear ice but under a top film of opaque 
ice .  The s c rotum is small and wrinkled and the 
te sticles small , but this detail is even harder to s e e .  

Detailed Morphology 

To see and record the details of the specim e n ' s  
morphology c alled for s pecial si<1e lighting a n d  pro­
longed peering from s everal angles before the t rue 
c onformation of the parts could be rec onstructed . All  
the following is thus derived from mere conj ecture s .  
There is a g re at deal e l s e  that both of us " fe e l "  o r  
" believe " we saw , b u t  t h e s e  details are n o t  stated 
herein . Only those points upon which both of us 
agreed subsequently - and w e  made our detailed 
e xaminations separately and compared notes only 
later - are herewith d iscussed . Further ,  there is of 
c ourse no proof,  of a proper scientific nature , that 
this specimen was the c orpse of anything recently 
alive . 

1 . The Face . 

This is deliberately n ot referred to as the head 
because , as stated above , none of the latter ,  other 
than the face , can be seen. This is of a yellowish -
i . e .  Caucasoid " white " or pinkish - c olor and naked 
but for two most remarkable hair tracks . The first 
runs up the septum between the nares from the t op of 
the upper lip ( there is n o  moustache but some scan t ,  
almost feline-like w hiskers) to the frontal point of the 
very " pug" nos e .  The other is a mere scattering of 
bristly , s hort hairs on the brow ridges but n ot j oining 
across the ( non-existent)  bridge of the nose . There 
are v irtually n o  brow r id ges ,  and t he forehead s lopes 
only s lightly bac kward , as far as c an b e  s e e n .  The 
malars are wide and prominent and the chin is w ide . 
But,  m ost notab le to this author , were a series of 
folds and w rinkles around the mouth.  

Th,e eye s ockets are unexpectedly round and rather 
large . Both eyeballs are out  and , in the opinion of 
this author , are missing.  However , b oth the c aretaker 
and Heuvelman s  assert that they can see one of them 
on the left chee k .  There is c o nsiderable outflow of 

red blood from the left eye s ocket which s treams off 
into c le ar ice to  the r ight ( i . e .  to the right side as 
seen from above) of t he face . 

The nose is by far the most unusual feature o f  the 
face . This is pronouncedly w hat is c alled " pugged " ,  
bein g turned upwards just like that of a Pekinese dog ,  
and h aving t h e  large , e xactly round nares point ing 
straight forward to  the general plane of the fac e .  The 
nostrils a re fleshy and rather heavy , but flow into 
the upper lip without a n oticeable c reas e .  To some 
e xtent the whole nasal structure may be likened to 
that of a young g orilla , b ut t here is more actual 
" nose " and t his is turned upwards rather than being 
flattened , while it is not , as a whole , very w ide in 
comparis on , proportionately ,  to the width of the face . 
as in many human b eings . 

2 .  The Torso.  

This , as has already been s aid , is very bulky , 
with w ide s houlders , and it tapers only slightly d own 
to the hips - not to a waist . There are n o  v isible 
pectoral muscles and the nipples are r ather far t o  the 
sides . There is virtually no neck in front - only 
about an inch , which is covered w ith dense hair -
despite t he fact t hat t he head is thrown b ac k .  It is 
impossib le to see how the head is attached to the 
should ers on either side because of opaque ice .  The 
most outstanding feature of the torso is the position , 
c onformation , and alignment of the c lavicles .  Unlike 
humans , these b ow upwards , meeting high over the 
neck so that , seen from the feet-end , the upper torso 
looks just like a plump ,  plucked and stuffed goose . I 
h ave seen such a s tructure in human dwarfs in whom 
it is a g ross abnormality . The c onformation on this 
s pecimen , however , looks absolutely natural .  

3 .  The Arm s .  

These , while appearing very m assive , a re probably 
rather s lender but are c lothed in the longest hair on 
the w hole body , or at least those parts of it .that can 
be s e e n .  The upper arm gives rather definite evidence 
of being much more s lender than the forearm which , 
despite t h e  heavy hair coverin g ,  has an extremely 
wide wrist . It should be noted that the only arm 
visible is the left ( to the r ight s ide of the c orpse as 
n ow viewed)  and that this has a very visible break , 
from w hich blood exudes and in w hich the e nds of the 
radius and ulna may be s een on the d istal side . This 
is what gives the whole arm , as thrown up and bac k ,  
the first appearance o f  being a s ort o f  flaccid " tenta­
c le "  more like that of a n  octopu s .  

4 .  T h e  H and s .  

These are , a s  has been said , by far t h e  most 
n oticeab le and outstanding m orphological structures 
visible . They can only be d escribed as enormous but 
this , as has also already been noted , is due more to 
their great bulk than t o  t heir actual linear measure­
m ents . They are s lightly more pink that the rest of 
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the s kin , and t hey are not  w hat is c ommonly c alled 
" gnarled " .  To the c ontrary , they look more like those 
of  a huge man who has had his  hands in very hot 
dish washing water for some hours . That this effect is 
not due t o  post mortem bloat would s eem to  be indi­
cated by the fact t hat the sub-digital pads are n ot 
swollen nor the folds between them obliterated .  In 
fact ,  the latter are rather prominent . The back of the 
right hand is v e ry heavily haired ,  but t he individual 
follic les are far apart and the stiff hairs c urve gently 
over the tips of the fingers above the nails . The 
latter are " cropped " just as if  they had been neatly 
manic ured ; are rather f lat and yellow in c olor ; and 
are almost square . There is no evidence of  post 
mortem growth.  

Of the hands , t he most remarkable feature is the 
thumb.  This appears to  be as fully opposed as is 
ours , but it is remarkably slender and appears 
to reach almost to  the terminal j oint of the first or 
index finger.  It also tapers , rather  than expanding 
like the average man ' s .  The nail on the thumb is not 
vis ible on either hand . The knuckles  are neither 
prominent nor even w ell-defined . A most n otable 
fe ature of the palmar s urface of the hands is one t hat 
puzzles us . This is that t here is an enormous and 
prominent pad on t he " heel" , at the outer s ide , b ehind 
or " above " the fifth digit bac k .  This far exceeds the 
sub-pollex pad in d imensions and protuberanc e .  From 
this one is forced to s peculate w hether this c reature 
may indeed s pend time " on all fours " w ith t he hands 
a pplied to the ground in a plantigrade manner as are 
those of the baboons . The c onformation of this pad 
is brought out in the sketch ( F i g .  1 ) .  

5 .  T h e  Genitalia. 

The penis is very hard to see even with strong 
light at various low angle s ,  and it has been some­
what over-emphasized in the drawing compared to the 
other visible surface .  This w as d one deliberately to 
record the compendium of observations we made upon 
it from various angle s .  It is s lightly c urved or bowed 
to the r ight ( left ,  a s  seen from above ) ,  is  rather . 
slende r ,  and tapers to a poin t ,  from which this author 
fe lt he saw a small floral-shaped emission of pinker 
flesh some four millimeters in width . It  is pale 
yellow . The scrotum is very hard t o  see and this 
author is  s omewhat dubious of what is herein stated . 
It appears to be w rinkled , is brownish , and s haped as 
if containing two small testic les . There is no hair on 
the penis but there appears t o  be on the scrotum . 

6 . The Legs . 

Actually , it is impossible to determine t he real 
length or bulk of  thes e ,  and for several reason s . Firs t ,  
as noted above , both may b e  e levated a t  t he g roin 
from the s upine position of t he body as a whole . 
Secon d ,  t h e  r ight leg is more e levated at the knee 
than is the left , w hile both ankles are hidden below 
opaque ice . Third , the thighs and shanks a re deeply 
buried in t he ice , b ut they are very heavily c lothed in 

lon g ,  stiff ,  straight h airs t hat mask their outlines .  
The knees are , however , very prominent and readily 
seen , bearing only very sparse s hort hairs . They are 
pink and t h e  pate lla is typically human . This we 
con sider to be of the greatest s i gn ificance as pongids 
j ust do  not have " knees " constructed like t his . 

7 . The Fee t .  

These are , of course , t h e  k e y  point in this w hole 
cas e .  A s  we noted in our introductory remarks , the 
only remaining criterion for separating the hominids 
from the pong ids - on purely morphological grounds , 
th at is - is whether the hallux is apposed or oppose d .  
We would stress the morphological as against the 
anatomical c riteria here . In this case , the feet are 
definitely h ominid . That they are apparently exces­
s ively wide and ,  it would seem by prognosis , rather 
s h ort , and due to the size and " pudgin e s s "  of the 
toes , would seem to indicate that t h ey h ave the pro­
portions of whatever left the alle gedly " neandertha­
loid" tracks and imprints in the cave clay of Toirano 
in Italy (see  bibliography) .  

The forward projecting foot is  pink i n  colour ,  has 
bulbous terminal pads , and h orny yellowish nails that 
are also " croppe d "  in that t h ey do not c url over the 
ends of t h e  toes as do ours if  left untrimmed and as 
those of the Guli-avans are said t o  do - see r e ference 
in Russ ian w orks to these under the heading of  the 
Jelmoguz-Jez-Tyrmak or " C opper Nails " of the Tien 
Shan . The hair on the top of t his foot is very long 
and c urves over the toes and is very profuse to e ither 
s ide , c urving over the main plantar mas s .  The toes 
are astonishingly e qual in size , the little toe being 
large and the great-toe rather small in proportion . All 
form an almost straight " front " which would see:n to 
be the ideal conformation for steady forward progress 
in snow or loose soils (Square-fronted snow-shoes 
have at last been found to b e  much more effic ient and 
le ss t iring to wear than the standard s pindle-shaped 
form) .  

There i s  finally one point about the feet that the 
writer cannot confirm nor absolutely assert . This is 
th at ,  as r econstructed ( th rough a very long and re­
peated inspection through the ice) there w ould seem 
to be two post-hallux plantar pads such as form such 
a prominent feature of t he Sasquatch-Ohmah-Hung­
erussu-Dzuteh , giant type of primitive homin id . 

to be c ontinued -

AN ABSM IN NEW JERSEY 

What follows is a purely preliminary report on in­
vestigations of  what appears to b e  a typical Bigfoot in 
New Jersey . The . initial report appeared in the ( N ew­
ton)  New Jersey Sunday Herald of the 9th March 1 97 5  
and included several brief accounts b y  witnesses who 
described the creature as be ing 8 to 9 feet tall  with 
lon g ,  dangling arms , long gray or brown hair , and 



walking on its hind legs . A l l  witnesses w ere e mphat­
ic  that they had not s e en a bear , and a s ketch b y  a 
Herald staff photographer made under their direction 
was typical of draw i n gs of ABSMs generally . 

As of t he time of w riting ( 1 7  Marc h )  Messrs . 
Jones , Warth a nd D urant of our Board have inter­
vie w ed a number of  w itnesse s ,  s orne w ho saw the 
creature and others who heard what they be lieve to 
have been its cry , and have searched the immediate 
area .  Some footprints w ere found b ut they were s o  
poor that i t  was not possible t o  determine the number 
of  toes and no casts were attempted .  Further search 
is planned , and t he local residents are c ooperating 
ful ly . 

With one exception the s ightings have been at 
night ,  a nd n ave occurred over a period of 5 t o  6 
weeks . The creature apparently has made no hostile 
moves , again typical of t hese reports . 

We have d elibe rately not given the e xact location . 
T hree local boys have already managed to get lost in 
the v e ry large swampy area where the c reature was 
sighted , requiring a search by about a hundred police , 
firem en ,  and neighbors , plus b loodhounds . We hope 
very much t hat none o f  our members w i l l  do the same 
by barging into an area unknown to the m .  

A n d  we w ill  have a further report o n  this later .  

THE GIANT PTEROSAUR 

By now most if not all  of our readers w il l  have 
read or seen on t elevision re ports of the giant ptero­
saur or winged r e ptile fossils found , rather fittingly 
perhap s ,  in Texas . Partial  skeletons of three s peci­
mens have already been c ollected and more have 
been located . The w ingspan is e stimated to measure 
5 1  feet , twice that of Pte rnaodon , previous ly the 
largest known flying creature (the usual measurement 
giv en is 2 5  feet , though A lfred S .  Romer s ays " about 
27  feet " ) .  

T h e  first thing this find d o e s  i s  t o  e xplode the 
myth that no flying creature could reach this s ize , 
state ments concerning this usually being based on 
aerodynamic " laws "  -but it has also been " proven "  
that bumble bees c an ' t  fly . 

A more important question , howeve r ,  is their mode 
of  flight , and this has b een argued over for years . 
One party contends that t he flying reptiles c ould only 
have become airborne by leaping off high perches to 
catch air c urrents and then s oar like g liders or s ail­
planes , and t hat t hey could not have flapped the ir 
wings and thus take off from level ground . One of the 
difficu lties is t hat there are no reliable figures on the 
body weight of the Pterosaurs , s o  t hat it is not possi­
ble to determine t he actual ratio of b ody weight to 
l ifting surface of t he wings , but an aeronautical 
engineer once t old Ivan Sanderson that unless the 
body was d isproportionately heavy , the (then known , 
at least) pterosaurs should have b een able to take off 
simply by spreading t heir  w ings and hopping into the 
air . It  does s eem probable that once airborne they 
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probably soared most of t he time , perhaps twitching 
their w ings on occasion to catch a particular air 
current ,  much as present-day soaring birds do.  

The w ing structure , of  c ourse , is more l ike that of  
a bat  than a b ird , b ut there is a rather crucial differ­
e n c e .  As s hown in the il lustrations , a bat 's wings 
are su ppo

'
rted at intervals by " ribs " , actually much 

e longated fingers , whereas the pterosaur 's  w ings were 
supported only along the leading edge by one grossly 
e longated finger , m aking them both less mobile and 
more ' fragile ' than a bat ' s  w ings . 

It is to be hoped that the add itional specimens 
still to  be e xc avated may s hed some light on this 
problem ,  but t he find is certainly an exciting one , 
w hether the final analysis answers these questions 
or not.  

s.w.s. 

Bat 
WOL1' 

Pterosaur 
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MEMBERS' FORUM 

On dowsing·, instructions for making an e xperi­
mental dowsing device can be obtained from Parsons 
& Assoc iates , P. 0. Box 5 7 , Manchester ,  Tennessee 
3 73 5 5 .  They note t hat t hey do not g uarantee results 
but add t h at " the device performs beautifu l ly in the 
hands of some people " .  

Member # 1 87 6  would like t o  g e t  i n  touch with 
mem bers interested in anti-gravity , both theoretical 
and practical , and in Tesla ' s  wor k .  

James M .  Breece w ould like anyone in the Chicago 
area with ar. interest in the Murphysboro monster or 
local variations to call him at (3 1 2 )  968-8 09 1  (name 
and number by permission ) .  

Me mber # 1 7 7 9  would like to hear from any members 
in the Baltimore-Washington area who are researching 
ABSMs , unknown animals , Thunderbirds , and sea­
serpents . 

BOOK REVIEWS 

by Sab ina W .  Sanderson 

MISCELLANY 

� Complete � . long out of print ,  has now 
been reprinted by D over Books , 1 80 Varick St . ,  New 
York , NY 1 00 1 4 .  If you cannot f ind a c opy in your 
local bookstore you may order d irect from D over 
Books ; the catalogue number is 23094-5 and t he price 
$ 1 5 . 00 plus 35¢ postage ( 70¢ for two or more books ) .  
N e w  York residents must add sales tax .  

A splendid article on Marj orie Fish 's  star ' map' 
(see Pursuit for January 1 9 7 4 )  appeared in the De­
cember 1 974 issue of Astronomy magazine . This b ac k  
issue c a n  (at t h e  t i m e  of w riting) be ordered for $ 1 . 5 0  
postpaid ; w rite to Susan H .  Beard , Subscriber R e la­
tions , Astronomy Magazin e ,  757  N .  Broadway , Suite 
204 , Milwaukee , WI 5 3 2 02 , and state that you want 
Vol .  2 . No. 1 2 .  December 1 97 4 ,  e nc losing payment , 
but asking for a r efund in case it is no longer avail­
able (they " extend s ubscription s "  unle ss you do) .  

An excelle.nt  publication from England is c alled 
� �: !!, Miscellany .2! Fortean Curiositie s .  It is 
available from R. J.  M.  Rickard , 3 1  K ingswood Road , 
Moseley , B irmingham B 1 3  9AN ,  E ngland , and the 
subscription price is $ 6 . 00 a year ; if you pay by 
personal chec k ,  please add 1 0% to cover exchange 
rates and ban k  charges and make the check payable 
to R. J .  M. Ric kard . The price in Britain is £2 . 1 0 . 

William R .  Corliss has now published still  another 
in his series of sourcebooks : Strange � : Jl 
Sourcebook Qf Unusual Geological �. price $7 . 95  
( Maryland residents add sale s tax ) from The Source­
book Project , Glen Arm , Maryland 2 1 057 . For those 
who have not yet made the acquaintance of t hese 
volumes , they are well  w orth having , and all  four 
volumes (if ordered together) may be purchased at 
the special rate of $27 . 00 . The other three are 
Strange Artifacts ($7 . 98) on ancient man , and Strange 
Phenomena, two volume s ($6 . 9 5  each) on unusual 
natural phenomena ( geophysics , meteorology , etc . )  

Peter Costello. !!! � .2f Lake Monsters . New Yor k :  Coward , McCann & Geoghegan . 1 974 . $ 8 . 95 . 
Peter Costello has done for freshwater monsters what Bernard Heuve lmans did for sea mo nsters and 

Ivan Sanderson did for " abominable s nowmen" and has done it in e xtre me ly readable style . He w rites with 
both c harm and humour but at the same t ime has produced what will probably be the c lassic work on this 
subject , a remarkable feat indeed : heresy it undoubtedly is , particularly from me , but both other books are 
a bit ponderous .  

Mr . Costello begins his book with several c hapters o n  the best known of the freshwater beastie s ,  those 
in Loch Nes s ,  but even here he has unearthed (I  am tempted to say d redged up) new material of ancient 
vintage as w e ll as b ringing the Loch Ness story up to date , and even the reader who is weary of Loch 
Ness will  find tidbits which are of interest .  The rest  of the book is likely t o  be s omething of a shoc k  to 
those who suffer from the illusion that there is " a "  monster swimming about in Loch Ness : the author 
c ontinues on to other Scottish lochs , a nd t hen tours Ire land , Scandinavia , the U .S .A . ,  Canada , South 
Americ a ,  Western Asia, Eastern Asia , and Australasia . He also inc lude s a c hapter on s ome really ancient 
( suggestive) evidence-cave drawings and s uc h ;  one on s ome c lassic sea-se rpent reports : his own solution 
( one that Ivan Sanderson w ould have approved in s ome cases at least) ,  a long-necked sea l ;  and a s ort of 
historical  survey of monsters in literature , all the w ay from psychology tests to science fic tion . 
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There a r e  many verbatim reports b u t  this is n ot a " seed catalogue " ;  Mr .  Costello has chose·n only the 
most interesting and pertinent accounts rather than reprinting interminable ' lists ' of s ightings , thus e limi­
nating boredom in the reader , but he inc ludes e nough to at least (I would h ope ) intrigue even the most 
sceptical . 

The JARIC Report on Tim D insdale ' s  film of ' Nessie ' is included as an appendix , and there are three 
tab les - " Sightings of the Loch Ness Animals ashore " .  " Photographs and films of the L och Ness Animals " . 
and " Captnres and Strandings " ( of monsters generally ) .  As for the photographs and films , Mr . Costello 
h as indicated those that are probable hoaxes ,  and also c omments on some of these in the text .  

There is an e xce llent bibliography and a g ood index ( bless him and his publisher)  an d a number  of 
illustrations , b oth line c uts and half-tones .  

I recommend this book t o  all forteans and d o  s o  without reservation s .  

John A .  Kee l .  T h e  Mothman Prophecie s .  New York : Saturday Review Press ( E .  P .  D utton & Co. , Inc . )  
1 97 5 . $7 . 95 . -

The jacket of this book bears the subtitle " An Investigation into the Mysterious A me rican Visits of the 
Infamous Feathery Garuda" . which probably w o n ' t  tell  you much but ' sounds awful ' ,  and is . In fac t ,  what­
ever the Infamous Feathery Garuda ( or whatever e lse one c alls it , including " the Mothman " )  is , it may be 
a c lue to a g ood many thing s .  The book c ontains a definitive account of " Mothman "  sightings in West 
V irginia ( and e lsewhere ; they are not limited to West Virginia though they seem to be particularly preva­
lent t here ) ,  and this will  certainly be of interest to many . But the Mothman sigh tings per se are of less 
importance than other subj ects c overed in John Kee l ' s  book , some of w hich will seem very ' far out '  indeed , 
but which should be considered by all . 

One of the maj or topics in John Keel 's  book is the so-c alled MIBs or " Men in Blac k "  and the variou s ,  
other kinds o f  harassment to w hich U F O  investigators are subj ected , s ome o f  i t  bizarre , some o f  i t  rather 
terrifying .  I have a tendency to s ay that I " don ' t  believe"  in MIBs , partly because " none ever visited us " 
( i . e .  Ivan Sanderson ) .  H oweve r ,  t his may not be true ( though no ' c lass ic ' MIBs did since I arrived on the 
1 2th April 1 96 8 ) .  Certainly Ivan Sanderson had some very peculiar guests , and I can v ouch for all the 
statem ents that John Keel  makes concerning Ivan Sanderson and events surrounding him . *  Some I witness­
ed and others Ivan told me about in detai l .  ( On one occasion I was with Ivan during an episode that only 
happens in James Bond films ; if I hadn 't  been there I w ouldn ' t  be lieve a word of it , but it did happen , and 
we never figt:;ed out why . Our reports , written without c onsu ltation on our return , have disappe ared from 
SITU ' s  files ! )  

There probably w il l  b e  those who will attribute telephone ' interference ' to ' natura l cause s '  and imagi­
nation . We still  have trouble with our telephones , and it became quite ::1. nuisance l ast summe r .  Because I 
wondered w hether it was indeed imagination which linked this strictly with U FOs and related subjects , I 
decided to e xperiment and k e pt a detailed record of all incoming and outgoing phone calls , listing the 
topics discussed and noting any sign of ' interference ' .  E xcept for two oc casions after very heavy rain­
storms w hen t here was general crackling on the line and a distinctive rhythmic sound al most certainly 
produced by a tree branch rubbing across the wire , the only times when inte rference was noted were those 
when we discussed UFOs or re lated topics . And there is nothing that sets this off quite so fast as men­
tioning John Kee l ;  in fac t ,  Adolph Heuer and I were cut off twice in one conversation when he suggested 
getting in touch w ith John about s omethin g .  " They" are rather touchy though , and I fina lly put a stop to 
this (temporarily-it never has a lasting effect)  by announcing to Adolph Heuer ove r the phone that I was 
keeping a detailed rec ord . The next morning w hen he called , Mr . Heuer c ommented on the remarkably c lear 
line we had . 

As for the MIBs . they may or may not have shown up here . Certainly no one ever tried (directly at any 
rate ) to get Ivan Sanderson to s top investigating UFOs . He was not , of course , i ntere sted in UFOs as 
such but in w hat they might be and w here they might come from , but it is likely ,  if not probable that he 
was r ight in thinking that the three of us -Ivan , Alma (his first wife ) ,  and I- either terrifie d or simply 
baffled any MIBs in t he neighbourh ood . Unless a visitor displayed b ad manners ( in which case he was in­
vited to  leave instantly ) ,  he  was promptly offered a drin k  and often asked to stay to dinner . Presumably · 
this is n ot the way one is supposed to react to an MIB . Unfortunately th ere is no index to the boo k  and I 

* The statement that A lma Sanderson was " terminally ill"  in 1 967 may confuse s ome but i s  technical ly 
c orrect ; she was terminally ill  again in 1 968 and then had several relative ly good years before being 
stricken by cancer in 1 97 1  { she died in January 1 97 2 ) .  The usual statement was that A lma had survived 
m ore fatal illnesses than anyone e lse anyone c ould think of. 
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c annot ] ocate the reference off hand but John K e e l  m akes annthe r  observation which may be most perti­
nent in our case also .  He notes t hat the real trouble is lik e ly to start when one believe s ,  i . e .  acc e pts on 
faith,  and this is something that none of us did and I still do not  do. Ivan used to  annoy some people . as 
I am sure I d o ,  by refusing to  be pinned d own on " what are the y ? "  and " where do they c ome from ? " , stick­
ing always to s peculation , though he did c ome m ore and more to e spouse one particular theory ,  that of 
origin in a parallel univers e .  

John Keel rec ords his own e xperiences i n  donsiderable detail and i n  most cases I c a n  n e ithe r confirm 
n or deny the m ,  but I can report t hat many are things he complained about to us at the time they occurred . 
So don 't  chuck the b ook away . There w as a time when we w orried about John Keel ,  our usual refrain being 
" You know , John is getting terribly paranoid" ;  but I saw him last summer and he was e minently s ane 
then-but of c ourse he no longer has a telephone . 

H ans Stefan Santesson . The � for E xorcism . New York :  Warne r  Paperback Library .  1 974 . $ 1 . 2 5 .  

This , Hans Stefan Santesson's  last book , i s  undoubtedly the best h e  has w ritte n .  I t  will n ot interest 
those who want sensational accounts and it is , strictly speaking , somewhat outside the Soc iety ' s  fie ld.  
Nevertheless , we fee l  that it deserves comment here , in part because of the current interest in and misuse 
of e xorcis m .  

The Case f o r  E xorcism includes a n  historical s urvey that begins w ith pre-Christian beliefs a n d  prac­
tices and proceeds through e arly Christian attitudes to present day , and also covers the relat e d  subj ect 
of w itchcraft . Concerning the latter ,  Santesson ' s  material on Swedish witchcraft trials will be new to most 
readers and is. of c onsiderable interes t .  Case histories are pre sented in some detail but the book is not a 
' seed catalogue ' ,  nor are the reports s ensationalized . Most important , how e ve r ,  is the very sane advice 
given c oncerning the need for exorcism in certain cases and the very great dangers of imprudent exorcisms 
or incompetent exorcist s .  Chapter 8 - "Why E xorcism ? "  - is a very c lear statement on this matte r .  

Though t h e  whole idea o f  demonic possession may seem fantastic to some , Stefan Santesson has , I 
be lieve , proved that there is a case for e xorcis m .  In his w ords , " . . .  the re are many possible e xplanations 
for demonic or pseudodemonic possession ; few c an be c onsidered more convincing that others . But one 
reality remains-whatever t he nature of the affliction , exorcism is a valid psychotherapeutic healin g tool 
under c e rtain c learly identifiable circumstance s .  Psychotherapy by its e lf is of c ourse a form of exorcism , 
but there are t imes when more than this is needed . "  

Ivan T .  Sanderson.  ( Edited and with an Introduction by Sabina W .  Sanderson ) Green S ilenc e :  Travels 
Through the Jungles 2f the Orient . New York : David McKay Company . 1 974 . $9 . 95 --

Reviewed by Deirdre Robertson . 

This should have b een reviewed here long ago even though it it n ot a " fortean" book as such , but Mrs . 
Sanders on's " editing "  is uncanny , and even Ivan Sanders on 's literary agent of over thirty years states that 
he cannot tell the difference between what Sanderson wrote and what was w ritten by his widow ! She denies 
that t here was anything ' psychic ' about it , saying simply that she has "a good memory for conversations " , 
and that she and Ivan Sanderson had " rather unusual intellectual r apport " .  This is certainly true , but it is 
also t rue-and many people do not � eem to realize this-that she actually wrote parts of the book from 
n othin g  but t he briefest of notes , and using Ivan's  typewriter at that ( though the trouble with the " continu­
ous roll" was mechanical and not Ivan trying to get in touch with her) .  

Aside from all this , the b ook g ives readers a glimpse into t h e  " making" o f  Iv an T .  Sanderson , who 
founded SITU , and the e arly workings of his mind-always curious and searching.  It is a charming book and 
full of humour.  And even if you find nothing e lse in it , it is , to tell  the truth , the most marvellous escapist 
literature . If you are tired of recessions , dirty politics ,  non-wars , and the othe r nightmares of our current 
world , here is an escape into the " green silenc e "  of t he jungle . 

Als o ,  there are drawings by Ivan T .  Sanders on , s ome of them never published before ; an d a charming 
photograph of Ivan at Eton . 



5 2  

June and Nicholas R e gush . P si-� � World C atalog. New York : G .  P .  Putnam ' s  S ons . 1 97 5 . $ 5 . 00 
( paperbac k ) .  

T h i s  catalog , a nd catalog i t  is , bears t h e  s u btitle " The C omprehensive Guide t o  t h e  Dime nsions o f  
Psychic Phenomena" . I t s  content is uneven , ranging from t h e  A merican Society f o r  Psychical Research to 
hollow-earth t heorists . The c om pilers have included a warning t hat " . . .  the information in th is book [shou ld] 
be vie wed in terms of your own evolving beliefs and v alues and that it w ou ld be wise to be wary of 
any system of e xperiencing reality which calls for b lind acceptance "  and further note that " W h i le many 
worthwhile organizations ' products and services have been e xc luded due to space limitations , we have 
also omitted anything we be lieve to be exploitive " .  In view of s ome of the entries , one is c onstrained to 
wonder what they consider " exploitive " .  Nevertheless , the b ook is valuable as a reference w or k ;  whether 
the average citizen w ou ld find it a w orthwhile addition to  his library is questionable indeed . It is not a 
book to be read . 

Don Hunter ( w ith Rene D ahinden ) .  Sasquatch .  Toronto:  McClellan and Stewart Ltd.  1 973 . $ 8 . 00 

R eviewed by Robert E .  Jone s .  

The material i n  t his b ook may b e  divided roughly into three categories : 1 )  reports o f  Sasquatch sight­
ings , 2) anaylsis of Sasquatch data , and 3 )  some facts and opinions pertaining to t he personalities and 
activities of s ome of the better known ' Sasquatch hunters•  on the West Coast . If the reader is not well 
versed on the s ubject of ABSMs (the Sasquatch in particular) he will find this book quite interesting and 
informative . The most interesting of the well-known storie s are related , and the authors ' style is both 
poignant and lucid , making for easy reading . If ,  however , the reader , like me , h as read about the subj ect 
to any appreciable d e gre e ,  he will find very little t hat is new in the first two cate gories noted above . What 
he may find worthwhile is the material in the third category . Mr .  Hunter provides s orne insight into the 
proble ms experienced by a Sasquatch hunter ( i . e .  Rene Dahinden )  in his descriptions of some of the abort­
ed attempts _ to organize and implement Bigfoot expeditions . His  accounts of the activities ,  attitudes , and 
d iverse approaches of s ome of those who are actively pursuing t he Sasquatch ,  is intere sting and rather 
uninhibited . The views expressed are , of c ourse , one-sided and therefore should be considered in that 
light . If the c riticisms are s et aside , an interesting history of the recent developments in Bigfoot searches 
in the West e merges for those of us w ho are intereste_d .  

Unfortunately there i s  n o  table o f  c ontents ( or even c hapter titles )  and n o  inde x ,  making the book 
difficult to use as a r e ference source . This is , however , made up for by the smooth-flowing novel-like 
format . In particular t here is a much needed rebuttal of Odette Tchernine ' s  rather limited view of ABSMs 
in general , and the Sasquatch in particular , in her book The Yet1 [now available in the U . S .-in discount 
book stores-under the title In Pursuit Q.f the Abominable Snowman : S .W . S .) ; an interesting delineation of 
the happenings in Bossberg , Washington in the 7 0 ' s  ( the c rippled footprints ) ;  and an informative analysis 
of Bigfoot footprints by Prof . Grover Krantz of the anthropology department of Washington State University . 

James M .  McCampbe ll .  Ufology . Privately printed : Jaymac Co . ,  1 2  Bryce Court , Belmont , CA 94002 . 
$3 . 95 postpaid . 

Reviewed by Robert J .  D urant 

What are ufos ? If, as is common ly believed , they are spacecraft , where do they originate ? The author 
h as chosen to avoid a direct inquiry into these questions and to c oncentrate instead on a painstakingly 
thorough investigation of t he details of a set of particularly well d oc umented u fo e nc ounters . 

Observed parameters s uch as t h e  c olor and s ound of the reported obj ects , and their va riation with 
c hanges in the regime of flight , are tabulated statistically and then analyzed in the c o ntext of modern 
physical  science . Similar treatment is g iven to  the e ffects of ufos on e lectrical equipme nt , c ars , the 
human body and other animals . 

Mr .  McCampbe ll demonstrates that the ufo reports that have been c ollected so assiduously over the 
years are packed with useful  information , if only we know how to extract that information. And he shows 
us how to  do just that by using the newest methods of analysis beginnin g ,  quite logically ,  with the use of 
re liability theory to j udge the value of the basic reports . 

The reader lacking s ome background in physics will  find parts of this book difficult to follow . Never­
theless , it is must reading for the serious ufologist ,  and highly recommended for those w ho are skeptical 
about ufos , ufology and ufologists . 
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